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REPORT 


OF    THE 


DEBATE 


ON 


LORD  MOIRA's  MOTION; 

MONDAY,    FEBRUARY    19. 


.T  an  early  hour  the  Houfe  was  crowded  in  every 
part ;  the  Chancellor  could  with  the  greateft  difficulty 
procure  accommodations  for  the  Peers  and  ladies  of 

diflinclion. 

At  five  o'clock  Lord  MOIRA  rofe. 

My  Lords,  apology  for  offering  myfelf  to  the  atten- 
tion of  your  Lord  mips,  would  be  affectation.  In  the 
unhappy  ftate  of  this  country,  there  is  a  call  upon  every 
man  to  ftand  forward,  if  he  thinks  that  his  counfel  can 
be  profitable  to  the  country.  One  may  feel  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  interefl  that  is  to  be  difcuffed  -,  and, 
meafuring  with  it  the  humble  rate  of  his  own  talents, 
one  may  lament  the  inadequacy  of  his  powers  j  but 
one  muft  remain  fecure,  that  any  effort  for  the  general 
welfare  cannot  be  unbecoming.  This  fentiment  alone 
was  fufficientto  have  called  me  forth.  Indeed  it  would 
have  been  a  dereliction  of  duty,  which  I  could  not 
have  reconciled  to  my  mind,  not  to  have  availed  my- 
felf of  the  right  of  my  feat  in  this  houfe,  in  order  to 
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make  one  trial  whether  it  be  not  practicable  to  incline 
government  to  a  timely  reflection  on  our  circumftances. 
There  was,  however,  a  more  perfonal  call  upon  me, 
arifing  from  the  language  of  the  ncwfpapers  fuppofed 
to  be  in  the  pay  of  government,  refpecling  the  ftate- 
ment  which  I  had  made  in  England  relative  to  the  af- 
fairs of  this  country.     I  do  not  allude  to  the.  fcurrilities 
which  have  been  vomited  forth  againft  me.     I  may 
lament  to  fee  any  government  lowered  to  fuch  a  degree, 
as  to  look  for  fupport  from  thofe  vile  expedients ;  but 
I  muft,  as  far  as  regards  myfelf,  be  indifferent  to  at- 
tacks of  that  nature.     On  abufe  of  that  fort,  I  refer 
myfelf  to  the  opinion  of  feme  writer  who  likens  (lan- 
der to  the  mephkic  vapors  in  the  Grotto  del  Caney  which 
will  fmother  any  animal  that  grovels,  but  cannot  reach 
a  man  who  walks  upright.  What  I  mean  to  indicate  is 
the  confident  denial  qf  the  exiftence  of  the  opprefions 
afferted  by  me.    ^The  aftonifhing  indifcretion  of  fuch  a 
genial  could  not  but  bind  me  to  repeat  the  ftatement'in 
this  place,  where  it  fhall  be  fubftantiated  either  by  re- 
maining uncontradicted,  or   (if  queftioned)  by  the  in- 
veftigation  of  a  committee.     I  am  aware  of  the   ex- 
treme fenfibility  of  the  public  mind,  and  I  fhall,  there- 
fore, be  moft  cautiously  attentive  not  to  fay  or  ftate 
any  thing  that  can  add  to  the  irritation  of  the  country. 
Unlefs  I  am  forced  into  particulars,  by  the  charges  be- 
ing denied  in  grofs,  I  fhall  forbear  a  detail  which  would 
not  only  be  difgufting,  but  would  counteract  the  falu- 
tary  object  at  which  my  hope  points.     I  wifh.  to  fpeak 
the  words  of  peace,  and  I  would  fain   avoid  mingling 
with  them  any  thing  that  could  defeat  their  influence. 
ltis;  notwithstanding,  incumbent   on  me    to  maintain 
that  reprefentation  of  facts,  on  which  the  neceffity  for 
a  change  of  meafures  muft  reft.     I  had  ftated,  in  the 
Britifh   Parliament,    that  very   many  individuals  had 
been  torn    from    their   families,  and   locked   up   for 
months  in  the  clofeft  confinement,  without  hearing  by 
whom  they  were  accufed,  with  what  crime  they  were 
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charged,  or  to  what  means  they  might  recur  to  prove 
their  innocence.     I  ftated  that  great  numbers  of  houfes 
had  been  burned,  with   the  whole    property  of  the 
.wretched  owners,  upon  the  loofeft  fuppofition  of  even 
petty  tranfgreffions ;   and  1  ftated  that  torture,  by  which 
I  meant   piquetting  and  half-hanging,  had  been  ufed 
in  more  inftances  than  one,  in  order  to  extort  from  the 
iufFerer  a  charge   againft   his    neighbours.     It  might 
have  been  believed  that  I  could  not  have  ventured  to 
pre.fent  fuch  a  picture  to  the   public,  without  having 
|iad  the  facts  afcertained  by  evidence  that  appeared  per- 
fectly fure.     Atthe  fame  time  no  man  can  ailert  that 
he  has  not  been  impofed  upon  by  tefti  monies,  howfo- 
ever  apparently  ftrong,  to  matters  which  he  could  not 
himfelf  have  witnefTed.     My  firft  care,  therefore,  on 
ariving  here,  was  to  renew  my  enquiry  into  the  tnuh 
of  the  circumftanceswhich  I  had  advanced.     It  would 
have  given  me  no  common  degree  of  pleaiure,  could 
the  refult  of  that  enquiry  have  enabled  me  to  come  to 
this  Houfe,  and  profefs  that  I   had  been  deceived, 
Alas !  I  am  juftified  in  repeating  my  afjfertions,  with 
ft  ill  greater  confidence  and  wider  extent :  and  you  must 
know  that  I  flopped  fhort,  when  I  reitricted  my  re- 
prefentation  to  outrages  of  the  quality  which  I  fpecifi- 
ed.    I  therefore  now  re-afiert  thole  oppreflibns  which  I 
afferted  in  the  Britifh  Parliament.     It  I  am  contradict- 
ed, I  fhail  produce  the  affidavits  of  the  facts,,  and  (hall 
move  for  the  examination   of  the  deponents   at  your 
Bar.     Unlefs  I  fha.ll  be  fo  urged,  every  motive  com- 
bines to  make  me  fupprefs  the  particulars.     Reflecting 
the  arbitrary  imprifonments,  indeed,  there  is  nothing 
,  left  foiy  me  to  prove,  fmce  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
has,   by  its  decifion  on  the  illegality  of  feveral  of  thofp 
cafes,   eflablifhed  the   charges   fufliciently.      Whilft  I 
am. treating  of  thefe  inflictions,  I  cannot  pafs  over  a 
mifreprefentation  which  moft  pointedly  affects  my  feel- 
ings.    I  hope  it  has,arifen  from  the  inaccurate  report 
in  feme  of  the  En.glifh  pa.pers/  and  in  a  pamphlet  com- 
piled 


[  6  3 

piled  from  them,  of  my  fpeech.     I  am  Hated  as  hav- 
ing imputed  thefe  feverities  to  the  wanton  excefles  of 
the  army  in  Ireland.     Nothing  could  have  been  far- 
ther from  my  contemplation,  than  fuch  a  charge ;  and 
from  no  man  could  it  come  more  ungracioufly.    Such 
an  imputation  from  me,  ought  to  have  been  painful 
indeed  to  the  troops ;  inafmuch  as  a  wound  from   the; 
hand  of  a  friend,  is  the  mod  galling  of  all  wounds — - 
But  upon  the  very  face  of  the  thing,  tl">£  error  of  the 
Printer  ought  to  have  been  fufpecled  by  every  one. 
The  pride,  which  from  my  earlieft  youth  I  have  taken 
in  the  name  of  a  foldier,  the  warm  attachment  which 
I  have  invariably  fhown  to  my  comrades,"  of  every 
rank,  and  the  applaufe  which  I  have  been  foremoft  to 
give  to  thofe,  who  without  permament  views  in  the 
profeftiion,  have  generoufly  flood  forth  to  defend  their 
country  in  this  ferious  contefl— all  made   the  fuppofi- 
tion  of  my  attacking  the  military,  improbable   beyond 
the  common  meaflire  of  unlikelihood.     The  charge 
mult  have  been  made  by  me  in  fuch  general  terms,  as 
would  have  involved  every  corps,  and  every  individual 
officer  in  Ireland  :   A  ftep  that  muft  in  its  very  nature 
have  been  ib  obvioufly  and  ib  abfurdly  unjuft,  as  to 
leave  it  irnpoffibie  that  a  man  of  ordinary  fenfe  could 
be  guilty  of  it.    Nay,  my  nearefl  connections  in  this 
country,  and  thofe  the  mod  bound  to  me  by  the  ties 
of  perfonal  friendship,  muft  have  been  comprehended 
in  the  accufation.     My  Lords,  what  I  did  fay  was  this : 
That  the  oppreffive  meafures  arraigned  by  me,  were 
not  imputable  to  the  troops  '-,  for  that  I  did  not  fpeak 
of  cafual  irregularities,  but  of  a  fyftem  whofe  unifor- 
mity evinced  that  it  was  enjoined  by  government.  And 
here  let  me  remark  the  cruel  fituation  in  which  the 
troops  are  placed — I  cannot  conceive  a  pofition  more 
hazardous,  and  more  diftrefling  for  the  officer,  than 
that  in  which  he  is   placed  in  this  country.     A  civil 
magiftrate  has  the  boundary  of  his  exertions  denned 
to  him  by  lav/,  fo  that  he  knows  where  he  is  juftifiable 
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in  declining  to  a6t.     An  officer  is  fent  into  a  diftnc"r5 
in  which  he  is  told  civil  order  is  overthrown,  and  he 
is1  required  to   keep  it  in  fubjection  by  fuch  means  as 
the  occafion  may  demand.    The  extent  of  the  actual 
force  which  he   can  employ,  is  the   fole  limit  to  his 
powers.     PrepoffefTed  with  the  notion  which  has  been 
inftilled  into  him  of  the  feditious  difpofition  of  the  in- 
habitants, he  marks  his  fufpicions  of  them  by  his  de- 
meanor— his  appearance  naturally  awakens  their  ap- 
prehenfions,  and  they  fhrink  from  him  ;  their  timidity 
feems  the  effect  of  confeious  guilt,-  and  is  inftantly  con- 
ftrtied  by  the  officer  into  a  difpofition  towards  infur- 
rection,  or  into  a  proof  of  confpiracy.     In  this  ftate 
of  mind  he  is  practifed  upon  by  the  malignity  of  in- 
formers j  who,  according  to  your  fyftem  of  not  con- 
fronting them  with  the  accufed,  can  fafely  wreak  their 
private  revenge  againft  their    neighbours/ by  fecret 
charges.     The  officer  is "  wrought  upon  by  his  fenfibi- 
lity  to  military  reputation,  by  his  feelings  of  profefli- 
bnal  duty,  by  his  loyalty  to  his  Sovereign,  and  by  his 
zeal  for  his  Country :  and,  through  the  falfc  light  in 
which  furrounding  objects  have  been  exhibited  to  him, 
as  well  as  from  the  undefined  nature  of  the  exertions 
required  from   him,  the  worthieil  fentiments  of  his 
heart  unavoidably  lead  him  into  infradions  of  the  law, 
the  necefllty  for  which  it  is  impoffible  he  mould  rhea- 
fure.     Is  it  upon  men  ftanding  in  fuch  a  fituation,  that 
I  would   have  call  a  harfh  reflection  ?  Even  had  not 
this  confideration  remained,  that  by  laying  the  impu- 
tation on  the  troops,  I  defeated  my  own   argument, 
and  exonerated  the  Britifh  Cabinet,  which  I  was  then 
profeffedly  charging  with  all  the  evils  in  Ireland,  as  con- 
fequences  of  the  perverfe  principles  of  government, 
adopted  by  that  Cabinet  for  this  country. 

But  to  come  to  my  objedt.  There  is  not  one  among 
you,  my  Lords,  that  can  deceive  himfelf  as  to  the 
ftate  of  this  kingdon  :  therefore  none  of  you  can  re- 
gard our  prefent  circumftances,  without  the  deepeffc 
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adxiet?.  How  long  is  the  dreadful  fever  to  rage  wh'icH 
now  afflicTis  it?  You  muft,  at  fome  moment  or  other, 
look  forward  to  conciliation— why  delay  it  ?  Can  it 
at  any  moment  be  mora  expedient  ?  can  its  heceffity 
ever  more  imperioufly  prefs  upon  you  than  it  does  jure 
now  ?  The  time  is  not  yet  loft  for  regaining  the  affec- 
tions of  your  countrymen  :  But  you  will  not  regain 
them  by  reproach  and  threats;  and  inflictions ;  and 
every  day's  delay,  which  gives  the  difcontent.of  the 
lower  claffes  more  time  to  rankle,  adds  to  the  difHcul  j 
ty  of  accommodation.  Procraftination  repels  no  dan- 
ger from  you  ;  but  it  gives  to  the  defigning  and  dif- 
affefted  the  opportunity  of  debauching  the  minds  of  a 
dilgufted  and  exafperated  peafantry.  If  you  look  to 
the  welfare  of  the  Britifh  empire^  heal  your  dcmeftic 
diffenlions.  In  an  hour  of  unprecedented. difficulties, 
England  requires  the  utmoft  energy  that  this  country 
could  fupply  to  the  common  caufe  ;  inftead  of  which, 
you  leave  this  kingdom  a  continued  fource  of  alarrri 
and  embarraffment  to  -Great  Britain.  Had  fhe  the 
cordial  co-operation  of  .this  country,  inftead  of  dread- 
ing an  attack  within .  her  own  precincts,  fhe  might 
carry  terror  into  the  domain  of  her  formidable  and  in-* 
folent  enemy.  Why  is  it  that  France  has  refufed  to 
make  peace  with  England,-  when  every  exterior  cir- 
cumftance  made  fuch-a  peace  theintereft  of  France  ? 
It  is  that  fhe  has  thought  the  Britifh  empire  vulnerable 
ibmewhere  -,  and  what  mind  can  doubt  that  the  point 
is  here.  Why  did  France,  when  fhe  had  accomplish- 
ed more  than  her  fondeft  hopes  at  the  outlet  of  the  war 
had  ever  imagined,  difmifs  your  negociator,  and  con- 
tinue wilfully  to  fuffer  thofe  evils  of  conteft  to  which 
fhe  might  have  put  an  advantageous  termination  ?  Be- 
caufe  that  in  the  civil  diffenfions  of  this  country  fhe  faw 
a  mifchief  which  palfied  the  arm  of  Britifh  ftrength,  and 
relieves  her  from  the  fears  which  fhe  would  otherwife 
have  entertained  in  the  continuance  of  hoftilities.  Her 
hopes,  I  truft  fallacious   ones,  regarded  Britain  as  a 
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dimiriifhed  power,  crippled  through  internal  difunion, 
and  reduced  to  an   humble  and  ruinous  felf-defence. 
It'  the  caufe  of  the   empire,  the  caufe  of  our  common 
intereft  and  common  glory  cannot  excite  you  j  look  per- 
fpe&ively  atjhome,  and  alls;  yourfeives  what  muft  Happen. 
You  will  not  imagine  that  you  can  continue  in  your  pre- 
fent  ftate.  Your  condition  muft  fall  into  conciliation,  or 
into  fettled  defpotifm  :  cataftrophes  equally  revolting 
to  any  liberal  mind.     If  the  animofity  of  your  fellow- 
fubjecls,  becomes  fixed   and  irremediable,  you  muft 
be  protected  by  the  force  of  England  ■>  and  that  force, 
from   the    hofiility  that  would  furround  it,  would  "be 
conftrained  to  hold  this  country  in  a  ftate  of  thraldom. 
Let  me   afk  you  how  you  could  bear  the  reflection  of 
having  entailed    chains  upon  your  country ;  chains  of 
which  you  would  feel  the  intolerable  weight  yourfeives, 
and   ftill  wear  the  fhame  ?     Could  ypu  bear   to  creep 
about  at  your  country-feats,  examining  the  eye  of  every 
tenant  you  met,   to   fee  whether  you  could  difcover  in 
it  the  reproachful  difdain,  with  which  he  regarded  the 
authors  of  the  national  degradation,  or  to  detect  in  his 
loathing  look  the  confpiracy  which  he  was    placing 
againft  his   opprefTors  ?    Would  you  not  imagine  that 
you  heard  the  plaintive  genius  of  Ireland  applying  to 
her  Parliament  the  beautiful  apoftrophe  of  the  Pfalms 
— «  Had  it  been  an  open  enemy  that  had  done  me 
this   difhonour,  then  I  could  have  borne  it;  or  had  it 
been  mine  adverfarythat  had  magnified  himfelf  againft 
me,   peradventure  I  would  have  hidden   myielf  from 
him  ;  But  it  was  even  thou  my  companion,  my  guide, 
mine   own  familar   friend."      And  your  debafement 
would  not  be  more  ruinous  to  you  than  it  would  be  to 
England.     This  country  cannot  be  reduced  to  a  ftate 
of  fervitude,  without  the  changes  effecting  equally  the 
deftruction  of  freedom  in  Great   Britain.      Need  I 
afk  whether  you,  men  of  elevated  minds  and  generous 
education,  would  feel  your  perlbnal  fecurity  cheaply 
purchafed  by  anuneafy  confc'iousn.'is  of  degradation  ? 

B  And 


[     io     ] 

And  what  a  fecurity !  Recoiled  what  Cicero  fays  on 
the  head  of  reforting  to  the  protection  of  troops  alone. 
— - "  Nonne  igitur  mitlies  perire  eft  melius  quam  fud  in 
civitate\  fine  armatorum  prcefidio  non  pojfe  vivere, 
fed  ifthue  crede  mihi>  non  eft  prcefidium.  Carritate 
enim  &  benevolentia  civium  feptum  ejfe  oportet  non 
armis."  But  you  will  fay,  we  will  look  to  concili- 
ation in  a  fitter  moment.  When  can  you  have  a  fitter 
moment  ?  No,  my  Lords,  if  you  fuffer  the  eftrange- 
ment  that  is  fpreading  through  this  country  to  become 
the  fettled  habit  of  the  people,  never*  will  the  future 
attempt  at  conciliation  fucceed.  But  if  it  could  fuc- 
ceed,  why  hazard  all  the  evils  that  may  occur  in  the 
interval  ?  Reflect  upon  the  impreffion  which  French 
force,  combined  with  internal  difaffection  here,  may 
make  in  this  country ;  whilft,  were  it  not  for  that  dis- 
affection, you  might  laugh  to  fcorn  every  menace  of 
a  foreign  foe.  Were  Ireland  cordially  united  within, 
I  mould  think  it  indifferent  whether  a  fingle  fhip  were 
employed  to  guard  againft  an  invafion.  Could  France 
uninterruptedly  land  on  our  coafts,  the  moft  powerful 
army  which  fhe  had  means  to  tranfport ;  in  a  fortnight 
not  a  man  of  them  would  exift,  unlefs  in  the  character 
of  a  Prifoner.  Yet  this  proud  confidence,  you  think 
it  politic  to  forgo  j  and  you  goad  into  hoftility  thofe 
who  would  fecure  to  you  fuch  a  triumph. 

I  know  it  is  faid  that  conciliatory  meafures  would 
not  now  be  effectual :  but  by  whom  is  it  faid  ?  by  thofe 
who  in  that  aflertion  attempt  to  juftify  the  impolitic  ri- 
gor which  has  been  exerted  through  their  counfel.  Do 
not  admit  that  belief  without  further  trial.  Your 
countrymen  never  were  infenfible  tokindnefs ;  they  are 
alive  to  acts  of  friend  (hip,  and  know  how  to  eftimate  a 
benefit.  To  the  heat  of  party,  and  in  theagitatedftate  of 
the  public  mind,  I  fear  that  great  mifapprehenfions,  as 
well  as  confiderable  faults,  have  taken  place  on  both 
fides.  Having  flood  clear  of  the  current  of  meafures  oa 
either  fide,  I  may  poffibly  fee  matters  with  a  lefs  pre- 
judiced 
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judiced  eye  than  raoft  of  thofe  who  have  been  implicat- 
ed in  the  contention  j  and  it  is  thence  that  I  have  de- 
rived the  confidence  of  giving  my  opinion  on  the  fub- 
ject.     Government  fays   that  plots  have  exifted,  that 
confpiracies  have  been  difcovered,  that  atrocities  have 
been  committed  in  the  country ;  granted.     And  have 
you  not  laws  to  reprefs  thofe  enemies  ?  If  ydur  ftatutes 
are  not  fufEciently  forcible  for  the  purpofe,  why  do  you 
not  apply  to  Parliament  for  provifions  better  calculat- 
ed to  fupprefs  the  mifchief  ?  If  there  are  delinquencies, 
there    mult  be   delinquents.     Prove   their  guilt   and 
punifh  them  ;  but  do  not  on  a  loofe  charge  of  par- 
tial tranfgreflion  impofe  an  infliction  on  the  whole  com- 
munity.    The  ftate  of  fociety  is  dreadful  indeed  when 
the  fafety  of  every  man  is  at  the  mercy  of  a  fecret  in- 
former •,  when  the  cupidity,  the  malevolence,  or  the 
erroneous  fufpicions  of  an  individual,  arefufHcienttode- 
ftroy  his  neighbour.     I  have  had  proof  how  lightly  the 
charge  of  treafonable  practices  has  been  fixed   upon  a 
diftrict.     My  own  vicinage  in  the  country  was  repre- 
ed  as  deeply  difaffected  ;  as  incorrigibly  tainted  with 
Republican  notions.     Whilft  I  refided  there,  it  was 
fcarcely  pofiible  that  fuch  difpofitions  could  exift,  with- 
out my  perceiving   fome  indications  of  them,  or  ob- 
taining fbme  hint  of  them  from  the  attachment  of  par- 
ticular perfons.    Nothing  to  countenance  the  fufpicion, 
ever  came  within  my  obfervation,  or  reached  my  ears. 
At  lail  I  found  out  the  perfon  upon  whofe  teftimony 
government  had  fettled  its  opinion  of  an  extenlive  and 
populous  tract  of  country — it  was  one  Morgan,  a  man 
of  the  very  lo well  clafs,  and  of  a  character  fo  notori- 
oufly  profligate  and  villainous,  that  1  am  fure  no  neigh- 
bouring magiftrate  would  have  credited  his  oath  in  any 
cafe  where  he  could   get  fixpence  by  the  depofition. 
At  this  time  fome  parifhes  at  no  great  diftance  had  fuf- 
fered  outrages  from   fbme  rioters.     To  prevent  the 
evil  from  reaching  us,  and  at  the  fame  opportunity, to 
afcertain  the  fenciments  of  the  people,  I  propofed  to 
B  2  my 
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my  neighbours  a  declaration  expreffive  of  our  refolu- 
tion  to  fupport  the  Laws,  to  maintain  the  Conftitution, 
and  to  defend  the  Crown  of  our  Sovereign,  with  the 
flake  of  our  lives  and  fortunes.  That  nothing  might 
be  done  by  trick,  I  fent  copies  of  this  declaration  to 
the  feveral  congregations,  ten  days  before  I  was  to  pro- 
pofe  it  at  a  general  meetiag.  When  the  inhabitants 
were  convened,  the  refolutions  were  adopted  with 
unanimous  concurrence.  It  may  be  faid  that  fuch  a 
profeffion  of  fentiment  was  fuperficial,  and  might  co- 
ver the  moil  feditious  intentions.  I,  however,  refted 
my  opinion  upon  appearances  not  eafily  miftaken  by 
any  attentive  obferver,  and  which,  when  they  are  in 
unifon  with  profeflions,  afford  the  flrongeft  degree  of 
human  conviction.  There  is  a  fimpli city  about  fince- 
rity,  which  never  accompanies  hypocrify  or  guilt,  and, 
if  I  ever  read  ingenuoufnefs  on  the  countenances  of" 
men,  I  read  it  on  thatoccafion. 

I  flated  to  the  meeting  the  evils  that  are  infeparable 
from  a  Democratic  Republic  ;  explaining  on  the  other 
hand  the  advantages  of  a  limited  Monarchy,  which  is 
in  fact  the  truefl  Commonwealth.  A  marked  and  ge- 
neral affent  accompanied  the  reprefentation.  I  expa- 
tiated on  the  virtues  and  benevolence  of  the  Sovereign 
that  now  fills  the  Throne — and  who  from  that  Throne 
holds  forth  fo  ineftimable  an  example  for  the  conduct 
of  his  people.  There  was  not  a  voice  or  a  look  that 
did  not  bear  teflimony  to  the  juflice  of  the  picture,  or 
that  did  not  join  in  the  tribute  of  grateful  praife.  I 
fpoke  to  them  of  the  generous  magnanimity  of  him 
who  is  the  future  hope  of  thefe  realms,  and  of  the  af- 
fection with  which  he  returned  the  attachment  mani- 
felled  to  him  by  this  country,  upon  a  melancholy  oc- 
cafion.  There  was  not  an  eye  that  did  not  beam  with 
the  honed  pride  of  uniting  by  heart-felt  devotion  the 
favourable  opinion  of  fuch  a  Prince  !  Yet  the  figna- 
tures  of  more  than  feven  hundred  of  thofe  men  to  the 
public  engagement  of  fupporting  at  every  hazard  the 

Throne 
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Throne  of  our  beloved  Monarch,  and  the  Laws  of  this 
country,  could  not  weigh  againftthe  charge  of  a  fecrct 
flanderer. 

The  truth  is,  that  government,  to  carry  the  point 
of  defeating  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  has  done  incal- 
culable mifchief  by  throwing  an  indifcriminate  imputa- 
tion of  treafonable  purpofes  on  all  who  had  aflbciated 
under  the  name  of  United  Irifhmen.  Undoubtedly 
there  is  in  any  affociation  fo  organized  a  danger  to  the 
public  tranquillity,  which  I  am  perfuaded  fcarcely  any 
of  thofe  who  originally  engaged  in  it  forefaw.  Go- 
vernment however,  by  defignating  as  traitors  all  the , 
members  of  that  aflbciation,  bound  itfelf  in  confiftency 
to  exert  againfl  them  a  "violence  and  a  fe  verity  which 
it  could  not  reconcile  to  public  opinion;  by  the  ad- 
duction of  adequate  evidence.  And  although  lam  con- 
vinced the  views  of  an  infinite  majority  in  that  aflbci- 
ation, did  not  at  firft  go  beyond  a  Condi  tutional  Re- 
form in  the  Reprefentation  of  the  People,  there  is  no 
faying  now  what  effect  may  have  been  produced  on  the 
minds  of  many,  by  the  charges  of  criminality  fo  arbi- 
trarily affixed  upon  them. 

J  have  happened  to  fee  fomething  of  the  manage- 
ment by  which  thefe  charges  were  to  be  fupported. 
Since  my  arrival  here,  I  have  perufed  the  fpontaneous 
confeffions  of  a  Mr.  Newell,  and  a  Mr.  Bird.  The 
latter  has  alfo  gone  under  the  names  of  Smith,  John- 
fton,  &c.  Your  Lordfhips  know  that  the  teftimony 
of  thofe  perfons  was  the  principal  fupport  of  the  accu- 
fations  againfl  the  North  of  Ireland.  I  verily  believe 
that  thofe  men  have  made  the  declarations  to  which  I 
allude,  through  confcientious  difguft  at  the  practices 
into  which  they  werefeduced.  Their  flatement  flruck 
me  with  very  painful  fenfations ;  and  I  fhuddered  at  the 
thought  of  the  mifchiefs  which  government  might  have 
unecefTarily  entailed,  and  poffibly  rrjay  yet  entail — If 
you  feize  the  moment,  you  will  probably  flill  prevent 
the  evil. 

Thefe 
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The^e  are  not  times  for  crimination  and  recriminati- 
on :  The  veil  muft  be  drav/n   over  the   paft  on  both 
■fides,  and  both  parties  muft  come  forward  with  a  ge- 
nerous difpofition  to  bury  the  remembrance  of  irritating 
violences,    if  a  real  reconciliation    be   fought.     The 
manly  confidence  and  good- nature  of  Ireland  muft  be 
revived ;  and  the  years  of  contention  and  calamity  muft: 
be  consigned  to  oblivion.     You  know  that  the  temper 
of  your  countrymen  is  capable  of  this.    Never  did  I 
meet  with   a  peafantry  fo  fenfible  to  kindnefs,    or  fo 
readily  guided  by  any  frank  procedure,    as  the  lower 
clafies  in  this  country ;    make  your  appeal  to  their 
hearts,  as  long  as  you  make  it  to  their  fears,  you  can- 
not-have   a   chance  for  fuccefs;  and  recoiled:  that  in 
trying  the  tone  of  conciliation,  you  are  not  called  upon 
to  relax  a  fingle  precaution. 

The  maintenance  of  your  military  arrangements, 
and  the  employment  of  the  troops  to  fupport  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws,,  is  perfectly  confident  with  the  pro- 
portion which  I  (ball  fubmit  to  you.     It  is  this : — 

"  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excel- 
*'  lency  the  Lord  Lieutenant^  reprefenting  that  as  Parlia- 
tJ  msnt  hath  confided  to  his  Excellency  extraordinary 
e(  powers  for  fupporting  the  laws  and  for  defeating  any 
■*  traiterous  combinations  which  may  exijl  in  this  king- 
ec  dom,  this  H ou fe  feels  it  at  the  fame  timey  a  duty  to  re- 
*s  commend  the  adoption  of  fuch  conciliatory  measures  as 
tc  may  allay  the  apprebenfions  and  extiuguifh  the  difcon- 
*  tents  unhappily  prevalent  in  this  country" 

Were  I  to  ceale  here*  I  am  fure  I  fhould  be  cenfured 
for  not  faying  fomething  on  the  two  great  points  which 
have  agitated  the  public  mind,  and  which  muft  thence 
have  a  direft  relation  with  this  motion.  Your  Lord- 
Ihips  will  fuppofe  I  mean  the  conceilion  of  thole  immu- 
nities which  are  (till  withheld  from  the  Catholics,  and 
Parliamentary  Reform. 

On  the  firft  of  thofe  queftions,  my   mind  has  been 
long  decided.     I  never  could  understand  the  juftice  of 
fubjetfingto  difqualifications  a  majority  of  the  commu- 
nity 
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nity  on  account  of  their  religious  opinions;  nar  could 
1  fee  the  policy  of  refusing  to  give  to  fuch  a  body  a 
common  mtereft  with  their  countrymen.  Relaxations 
have  taken  place  with  regard  to  the  Catholics  ;  but 
they  have  Hopped  fhort  :  and  why  they  have  done  fo 
will  not  be  fatisfactorily  made  out  to  impartial  reflec- 
tion. I  can  comprehend  the  reafoning,  howfoever  op- 
pofite  it  be  to  my  own  opinion,  of  thofe  who  fay  that 
nothing  ought  ever  to  have  been  conceded  to  the  Ca- 
tholics ;  but  1  cannot  conftrue  into  fenfe  the  argument 
which  maintains  that  after  having  raifed  them  into 
ftrength,  you  ought  to  keep  them  difcontented.  That 
which  remains  towards  putting  them  on  the  fame  foot- 
ing with  their  fellow  fubjects,  cannot  be  injurious  for 
you  to  grant :  yet  to  with-hold  it  is  not  only  an  in- 
vidious diftindtion  for  them,  but  a  fource  of  incon- 
venience which  they  have  very  heavily  felt.  I,  there- 
fore think,  that  what  remains  to  be  granted,  ought  to 
be  granted  j  and  I  give  the  opinion  with  the  more  con-  • 
fidence,  after  the  zeal  and  ardor  which  the  Catholics 
of  the  South  had  the  opportunity  of  manifefting  in  the 
common  caufe,  when  a  French  fleet  was  anchored  in 
one  of  your  ports. 

I  will  fpeak  as  diftinctly  on  the  fubjecl:  of  Parlia- 
mentary Reform.  In  what  has  been  printed  and  cir- 
culated as  my  fpeech  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Lords, 
which  teems  with  mifreprefentations  and  distortions  ;  I 
am  made  to  treat  the  proje6t  of  Parliamentary  Reform 
with  unqualified  condemnation.  Once  for  all,  I  muit 
requeft  that  that  publication  may  not  be  received  as  a 
report  of  what  I  actually  did  fay.  The  fentiment 
which  I  exprelTed  was  this — Cf  That  I  was  not  a  friend 
to  Parliamentary  Reform ;  not  becaufe  that  I  forefaw 
from  it  any  of  thofe  ruinous  confequences,  on  the  cer- 
tainty of  which  declaimers  had  retted  their  oppofition  ; 
but  becaufe  I  thought  it  would  not  anfwer  the  expecta- 
tion of  thofe  who  brought  it  forward — and  a  change 
of  fuch  magnitude  might  be  attended  with  embarraif- 
ments  which  no  forecaft  could  anticipate  or  meaiureV 

The 
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The  ftatement  was  not  applied  to  this  country; 
for  I  read  it  only  incidentally,  to  prove   that  I  might 
be   considered  as  impartial,   when  I  fpoke   of  thofe 
who  Supported  it  in   this  kingdom.     Even  with  re- 
fpecl:  to  England,  I  have  held  it  a  meafure  perfectly 
confonant  to   the  conftitution ;  aad  I  differ  folely   on 
the  ground  of  practical  expedience,  from   thofe  who 
recommend  it.     When   I   exercife  -my  judgment  on 
fuch  a  fubjecl,    I   admit  equal   latitude,    and   allow 
equal  weight  to  the  judgment  of  others.     Therefore, 
were  the  fentiment  in  favor  of  the  experiment  widely 
adopted  in  England,  I  fhould  think  that  my  opinion 
ought  to  give  way  upon  this,  as  much  as  upon  any 
other  point  of  Speculative  convenience:    of  courfe, 
I 'hold  it  illiberal,  at  leaft,  to  throw   upon  the  main- 
tainers  of  the  fentiment,  an  imputation  of  purpofes, 
hoftile  to  the  conftitution.     When  I  refer  to  the  ques- 
tion of  Parliamentary  Reform  here,  I  fee  thefe   very 
considerations    fubftantiated,    to   which   I   have  faid 
my  opinion  would  elfewhere  bow. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  here,  representing  the 
people,  has  recorded  a  refolution,  as  to  the  neceffity 
of  a  Reform  in  the  reprefentation.  I  believe  that  the 
inhabitants  (1  fpeak  of  a  great  and  undeniable  majo- 
rity) are  anxioufly  and  immoveably  bent  on  the  ob-  ' 
jeci.  I  fhould,  therefore,  fay  it  is  impoffible  for  me 
to  argue'  againft  it.  I  own  that  the  probability  of 
reaping  the'  expected  benefit,  has  never  been  made 
out  fo  clearly  to  my  conception,  as  to  make  me  think 
the  plan  defireabje,  even  for  this  kingdom  •,  that, 
however,  is  my  own  humble  doubt,  which  I  could 
not  ftate  without  great  diffidence,  in  oppofition  to  che 
general  perfuaifion.  But  when  the  concefiion  of  Par- 
liamentary Reform,  is  regarded  as  the  means  of  trat> 
quilizing  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  I  firmly  be- 
lieve it  would  have  the  efrecl,  all  hefitation  ceafes. 

The   greateft  inconvenience  that  my   imagination 
ever  devifed,  as  likely  to  arife  from  Parliamentary  Re- 
form, finks  to  nothing,  when  compared  with  the  mag- 
nitude 
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nitude  of  the  mifchief  which  is  raging  at  prefent; 
and  I  fay  diftinclly,  that  if  the  fatal  ferment  in  this 
country  can  be  allayed  by  fuch  a  meafure,  Parlia- 
mentary Reform  ought  immediately  to  be  conceded 
to  the  people. 

In  the  motion  which  I  have   read  to  you,   nothing 
fpeafk  is  exprefied ;  becaufe  it  would  not  be  fitting 
that  the  Houfe  mould  pledge  itfelf  without  direct  de- 
liberation  to  any   particular   meafures.     The  profef- 
fion,  however,  of  a  conciliatory  defire  on  your  part, 
would  immediately  fufpend  the  agitation  of  the  pub- 
lic mind,  and  give   you  time  to  mature  in  fecurity, 
all  that  is  neceffary  to  re-eftabliih  general  fatisfaction. 
I  repeat,  that  the  ftep  munVbe  fafe  ;  as  no  relaxation 
of  vigilance,  or  military  precaution,  is  required.      I 
am  convinced  the  trial   would  be  falutary  :  and  I   am 
furelit  is  requisite,     In  that  perfuafion,  I  fubmit  the 
motion  to  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe.     ' 
The  motion  was  then  read, 
LORD  GLENTWORTH—  The  motion  which 
has  juft  been  made  feems  to  rne  to  be  of  fuch  a  nature 
as  feems  calculated  to  difhearten  and  difmay  the  loyal, 
and  to  animate  and  invigorate  the  difloyal.     I  truft  the 
noble  Earl  will  not  fuppofe  that  I   mean  to  give  him 
any  perfonal  offence— -I  have  the  higheft  refpect  for  his 
profeffional   and   private  character  -,  but  I  conceive  it 
to  be  my  bounden  duty  to  canvafs  every  public  meafure 
with  freedom.     This  fubjecT:  is  not  a  novel  one  ;  it  has 
been  treated  ofelfewhere,  and  feeling  as  an  Iriihman,  I 
am  bold  to  fay  that  its  firfl:  introduction  into  the  Par- 
liament of  another  Country,    was  not.  to  give  it  an 
harfber  name,  «  an  attack  on  the  independence  of  the 
Iriln  Parliament." — In  the  defperate  plunges  of  Britifh 
Party,  I  obferve  that  it  is  a  conftant  practice  to  intro- 
duce Ireland  i  this  practice  prevails  particularly  in  the 
Engiifh  Houfe  of  Commons.    The  affairs  of  Ireland 
are  introduced  by  a  leading  Member  of  that  Houfe  in- 
to every  debate.     What  was  the  language  of  that  Gen- 
tleman  in    1782,  when  Mr.  Eden  (now  Lord  Auck- 

C  land) 
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land)  brought  forward  his  motion  for  the  Repeal  of  the 
6th  of  George  the  ift  ?  That  leader,  now  fo  feemingly 
interefted  for  Ireland,  rofe  in  his  place,  and  exprefled 
his  furprize  that  any  gentleman,  Handing,  in  Mr.  Eden's 
fituation,  would  bring  forward  a  motion  which  was 
calculated  to  lay  Great  Britain  at  the  feet  of  Ireland. 
If  I  am  not  deceived  by  the  Papers  which  I  have  read, 
the  Noble  Earl  offered  to  verify  the  facts  he  ftated  in 
another  place  upon  oath  j  fuch  fails,  I  take  for  grant- 
ed, came  under  his  Lordfhip's  knowledge  ;  they  could 
not  have  been  built  on  the  information  of  agitating 
Phyficians,  of  factious  tradefmen,  of  the  emhTaries  to 
treafon,  or  of  traitors  ;  they  muft  have  been  founded 
on  much  better  grounds ;  and  why  did  not  his  Lordfhip 
then  communicate  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  the  facts 
within  his  knowledge  ?  I  have  not  heard  that  he  ever 
did  fo — I  repeat  I  have  not  heard  that  he  ever  did  fo. 

I  have  read,  poffibly  it  was  erroneously  fet  forth,  that 
the  introduction  of  this  Subject  before  the  Parliament  of 
another  country,  had  been  attempted  to  be  juflified  by 
the  preflure  of  the  time,  and  greatnefs.of  the  danger  j 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland  not  being  then  fitting, -and  a 
neceffity  exifting  of  calling  for  immediate  remedy. 
Tojuftify  this  practice  upon  precedent  the  motion  for 
the  removal  of  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  from  the  Lord 
Lieutenancy  of  Scotland,  had  been  adduced :  The  Duke 
of  Lauderdale  was  a  member  of  the  Britifh  Cabinet— 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  was  not  fo  ;  the  cafes 
were  diflimilar.  In  this  reference  to  the  Parliament  of 
another  country,  was  it  not  indirectly  faid  to  the  turbu- 
lent and  difaffected  people  in  Ireland — your  Parliament 
is  too  corrupt,  or  too  inefficient,  to  redrefs  the  griev- 
ances which  you  fuffer,  or  to  entertain  the  difcuiHon  of 
them.  What  has,  been  accomplished  in  the  laft  fifteen 
years  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland  ?  has  it  not  given  to 
the  country  conftitution  and  confequence  in  that  fhort 
period  ?  why  then  fhould  fuch  unwarrantable  Supplica- 
tions be  held  forth  ? 

The 
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The  Noble  Earl  in  his  ftaternent  feemed  to  miftake 
the  effect  for  the  caufe — the   meafures   of  which  he 
complained  were  the  confequences  and  not  the  caufe  of 
diffatisfaction  ;  Government  was  certainly  to   blame, 
>  but  it  was  for  not  having  refilled  to  thofc  meafures  foo- 
ner.     The  noble  Lord  has  exprefTed  a  wifti  to  draw  a 
viel  over   palled  trangreffions  on  both  fides  ;  but  draw 
<  afide  that  veil,  and  exhibit  the  truth,  and  fhew  that  the 
.  prefent  war,  which  is  held  up  as  the  fource  of  grievance, 
was  not  originally  purfued  as  the  caufe  of  difcontent ; 
for  it  neither  affe&ed   our  .manufactures,   agriculture, 
nor  commerce,  which  had  profpered  beyond  example. 
The  real  diffractions  arofe  from  the  machinations  of  thofe 
ferpents  cheriihed  within  the  bofom  of  the  country, 
who  faw  and  fickened  at  our  proiperity  and  happinefs  j 
who  like   the  devil  fought  to  blaft  the  tranquility  they 
could   not   enjoy,   by  the  talifmanick  words,  Catholic  . 
Emancipation   and  Parliamentary  Reform  j  merely  as 
the  paroles  of  treafon  and  rebellion.  Their  true  object  is 
iubverfive  to  the  laws,  to  property,  and  all   the  efta- 
blifhed  orders  of  fociety  ;  to  change  places  with  their 
fuperiors.    For  this  purpofe  they  formed  a  regular  fyf- 
tem,   and  entered  into  a  league  with  the  Directory  of 
France,  with  whom  they  maintain  a  regular  correfpon- 
dence  by  envoys  and  ambafladors  finnce  the  year  1795 
to  the  prefent  moment  ;  the  plundering  his  Majefly's 
loyal  fubjects  of  their  arms  j  the  murder  of  Magiflrates 
who  dared  to  fupport  the  laws  j  of  Witnerles  who  dared 
to  give  evidence  againrt  Confpirators,  and  of  threats  of 
terrorifm  held  out  to  Jurors  to  deter  them  from  rinding 
verdicts  of  conviction  againll  the  mofl  flagitious  offen- 
ders makes  a  part  of  their  fyftem. 

The  late  attempt  of  the  French  to  invade  this, coun- 
try, was  invited  by  this  fociety :  a  riling  was  concerted 
which  was  to  take  place  in  May,  1797,  in  which  a 
genera^mafTacre  of  all  who  were  inimical  to  their  pur- 
pofes,  was  to  take  place  ;  which  was  happily  prevented 
by  the  vigilance  of  government  in  feizjng  arms.     With 
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refpect  to  the  burnings  mentioned  by  the  noble  Earl, 
I  do  not  juftify  them,  at  the  fame  that  I  think  the  ex- 
amples were  not  unnecefTary.     I  pofitively  allure  the 
noble  Lord,  that  government   never  gave   orders  for 
military  outrage,  or  lenity  or  partiality  to  any  clafs  of 
men  who  diflurbed  the  public  peace,  but  to  do  juftice 
with  an  even  hand,  and   reprefs  diforder  whenever  it 
appeared.     I  am  no  friend  to  outrage — The  doings  of 
the  Orange-men  have  been  fpoken  of — I  do  not  jufti- 
fy what  they  did,  but  I  fay  that  there  was  material  dif- 
ference between  them   and  that    damnable  fociety  of 
traitors.    The  former  acted,  as  they  thought,  for  the 
good  and  protection  of  the  government  \  the  other  to 
overturn   the    conftitution.     To  talk  of  conciliation 
then  with  rebels,  determined  on  the  fubverfion  of  the 
govern  menu  and  the  conftitution,  degrade  the  dignity  and 
authority  of  Parliament,  at  a  moment  too,  when  thofe 
very  men  have  envoys  at  Paris,  furrounded  by  traitors 
of  every  defcription,    from    the  demagogue   Napper 
1  Tandy  "to  Thomas  Paine.     There  were  reiident  agents 
at  Lifle  during  the  late  negociation  with  Lord  Malmef- 
bury,  who  faw  the   French  Directory  oftener  than  the 
embafly  did.     It  cannot  be  contradicted,  I  know  it  is 
true  that  there  were  in  Lifle  Irilhmen,  difTuadifig  the 
French  Directory  from  peace,  and  advifing  to  demand 
as  a  preliminary  the  total  independance  or  rather  fepa- 
ration  from  Great  Britain  of  Ireland  ;  a  meafure  which 
they  knew  would  not  be  granted,  and  promifing  them 
the  aid  of  Ireland  to   feparate  and  fubdue  the   Britifh 
empire.     Through  thofe  agents   and  the-ir  correlpon- 
nents,  were  they  even  regularly  informed  of  the  mili- 
tary force  of  this  country,  and  every  local  circumftance 
favourable  to  the  project  of  invafion.     In  aid  of  this 
project,  an  infamous  newfpaper  was  publifned,  called 
The  Prefs,    fraught  with   the  moll   palpable  falfehood 
and  fedition,  and  which,  encouraged  by  impunicy,  had 
recently  thrown  off  the   mafic,  and   fully  avowed  the 
purpofes  of  invafion  as  their  fecuricy,  from  the  "  Great 
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Nation ;"  and  advifmg  the  people  to  be  prepared. 
Papers  have  been  mentioned  as  in  the  pay  of  adminif- 
tration — I  know  of  no  fuch  paper;  but  let  me  flate, 
that  though  I  do  difpife  all  oppreffive  meafures,  yet  I 
fay  the  Prefs,  that  cie  tellable  vehicle  of  fedition  and 
rebellion,  ought  to  be  put  down,  not  by  open  force, 
but  by  the  fcrong  arm  of  the  law.  Another  publica- 
tion, ^  called  the.  Union  Star,  in  which  men  arc  marked 
down  as  victims  for  murder,' ought  to  be  fuppreffed. 
What  newfpaper  is  circulated  with  the  induilry  with 
which  the  Prefs  is  ?  You  find  it  in  every  houfe,  in 
every  hand  ;  and  fo  affiduous  are  they  in  the  circulation 
of  that  paper,  that  it  is  given  to- people  in  the  ftreet. 
Thank  God  the  Union  Star  has  not  been  in  much  cir- 
culation; but  the  Prefs  is  forced  on  the  people,  it  is 
fupported  by  I  know  not  whom;  it  is  paid  from  I  know 
not  what  fund.  What  does  it  hold  out  to  com- 
mon people  ?  It  holds  out  to  them  the  diftribution  of 
the  country,  and -of  the  property  of  every  man  who 
does  not  think  as  the  directory  of  that  paper  think  ; 
that  every  man's  property  is  to>  be  deftroyed  and  burn- 
ed. Would  the  French  Directory  bear  it  ?  No;  the 
Guillotine  would  have  flopped  it  long  ago,  and  if  you 
do  not  put" it  down,  you  deferve  what  it  holds  forth. 

The  noble  Earl  has  mentioned  the  reftriclions  laid 
upon  the  peafantry,  and  compared  them  to  that  badge 
of  Norman  flavery  the  Corfew.  But  how  can  any  man 
compare  to  that  inftrument  of  feudal  defpodfm,  the 
law  which  obliged  the  labouring  man,  in  a  Droclaimed 
ciiftrict,  to  go  to  his  reft  at  nine  o'clock,  inftead  of 
running  about  the  country  concerting  and  perpetrating 
robberies  and  murders  ?  An  officer  of  the  Wieklow 
militia  had  been  ordered  out  with  fome  men  ;  he  had 
not  gone  far  when  he  met  a  body  of  infurgents  ;  they 
ftood  upon  their  defence  at  first,  till  he  threatened  to 
fire  on  them  ;  they  then  threw  down  their  arms,  and 
ran  away.  When  fome  of  them  were  taken,  they 
begged  their  lives,  and  the  officer,  with  that  humanity 
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and  gallantry  which  ever  diftinguifh  the  brave,  granted 
it  to  them.     If  I  was  fituated  as  he  was,  I  do  not  know 
how  I  would  have  acted.     He  had  put  a  rope  round 
his  neck,  and  faid  he  would  throw  it  over  his  moulder, 
but  he  did  not.     Has  the  noble  Lord  heard  of  the  mur- 
der of  James   King,  Abraham  Edwards,  and  feveral 
others  ?     Did   he    hear  of  another  murder,    where  a 
foldier  of  the  Limerick  militia,  who  had  fworn  againft 
fome  of  thofe  traitors ;  but  a  contrivance  made,  thro' 
the  means  of  the   wife  of  one  of  them,  who  was  fent 
to  pretend  love  to  him    and  offer  him  a  purfe  of  mo- 
ney ;    by  her  means,  unwary,    he  was  .feduced  about 
a  mile  from  His  quarters,  and  while  her  hand  embraced 
him   in  all   the    femblance  of  fond   endearments,  the 
hatchet  of  one  of  the  accompiies  clove  his  ikull  in  twain  I 
Did  his  LordOiip  hear  of  another  murder  which  took 
place  a  fnort  time  fmce,  about  two  miles  from  Yough- 
all,  where  a  man,  his  wife,  his  child  and  fervant  maid, 
were  barbarouiiy  murdered,  and  horrible  to  relate,  the 
brother  of  the  fervant  maid  was  the  murderer;  not  dar- 
ing even  to  fpare  his  own  filler  under  the  duties  of  his 
engagement?  I  have  (till  a  tale  of  woe,  blacker  if  pof- 
fible  than  all  the  reft,  it  is  a  copy  of  the  depofition  of 
the  unfortunate  Mrs.  Uniacke,  on  the  circumstances  of 
the  maffacre  of  her  hufband  and  Colonel  St.  George  \ 
accompanied  by  circumftances  too  horrible  for  detail, 
and  which  outvies  the  fanguinary  cruelties  of  the  wildcft 
favag'es.    On  Tuefday,  the  9th    of  February,  Mr.  St. 
George  dined  with  Mr.  Uniack.     Perhaps  he  was  a 
man  too  open  in  his  fentiments,    pofTeiling  a  manlinefs 
which  he   derived  from  his  fituation,  a  foldier  of  cou- 
rage and  of  honour  ;   who  had   bravely  fought  for  his 
country,  and   fuffered  in  her  caufe.     At  night  as  Mr. 
Uniack's  wife  was  lighting  him  to  the  bed  room,    a 
man  entered  the  door  of  the   kitchen,  rufhed  by  her 
through  the  room,  and  was  followed  by  near  fourteen, 
and  the  houfc  iurrounded   by  others.     They  ran  up  to. 
her  hufband,  whom  they  afTaflinated.     Mrs.  Uniacke* 
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threw  herfelf  between  him  and  their  murderer,  and  one 
of  the  ruffians  hadthehafenefs  to  give  her  a  blow  ;  they 
dragged  the  hufband    down    the  Hairs,   Mrs.  Uniack 
fell  by  him-,  fhe,  heard  a  fcuffle  between  the  other  and 
Mr.  St.  George,  and  while  me  was  lying  on  the  dead 
body  of  her  hufband,  they  drew  the  mangled  corps  of 
Mr.  St.  George  acrofs  her.     And   to  /hew  the  Noble 
Lord  that  the  fyftem  of  terror  affaflination  is  in  its  full 
vigour,  I  will  mention -a  circumftance  which    I    have 
learnt  fince  I  came  into  the  houfe  ;  it  is  the  murder  of 
two  privates  of  the  Ninth  Dragoons  who  had  been  fe- 
duced  from  their  duty  by  thefe  mifcreants,  but  after- 
wards relenting,  returned  to  their  allegiance,  and  were 
murdered  ;  the  one  mangled  with  horrid  circumstances, 
of  barbarity  ;  the  other  hanging  on  a  tree  !   Thefe  are 
acts  of  defperation  and  horror  that  vied  with  the  dic- 
tates of  the  Man  of  the  Mountain.     There  are  men  of 
the   Mountain  who  look  on,  and  there  are  men  who 
fkreen  themfelves  behind  a  curtain  and  order  arTaffina- 
tion.     Was  the  Noble  Earl  apprized  of  thefe  circum- 
stances before  he  brought  forward  his  motion  ?  ot  did 
he  conceive  that  conciliation  and  conceffion  were  the 
meafures  to  be  followed  with  fuch  men  ?    It  is  in  vain 
to  think  of' cicatrizing  by  fuch  plaifiers  a  wound  fo 
deeply  gangrened. 

All  that  i  have  flated  are  facts  that  can  be  proved, 
and  I  do  conceive  that  the  Government  has  been  juf- 
tified  in  the  meafures  they  have  purfued  ;  if  they  have 
bttn  wrong  in  any  one  inftance,  it  is  in  not  having 
acted  fooner.  Is  it  with  fuch  men  the  Government  is 
to  treat  for  conciliation  ? — Are  you  prepared,  my 
Lords,  to  treat  with  thofe  traitors  ?  Let  me  intreat 
you  to  recollect  what  you  are  required  to  do.  The 
Noble  Lord  knows  the  danger  is  not  over  when  you 
have  left  the  bloody  field,  there  are  {till  acts  com- 
mitted on  both  fides,  which  make  the  mind  fhudder. 
I  appeal  to  the  candour  and  honour  of  that  Noble 
Lord  who  has  fo  often  hazarded  his  life  for  his  coun- 
try 
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try,  and  I  do  intreat  of  him,  that  if  he  perceives  he 
has.  been  deceived  into  error,  by  mifreprefentation  of 
the  Government  and  their  meafures,  that  he  will  (hew 
that  magnanimity  of  fpirit  and  of  honour,  which  has 
ever  characterized  him,  by  owning  he  is  wrong,  and 
that  the  Government  have  acted  right — and  I  do  te!l 
you,  my'Lords,  that  if  you  do  not  by  vigorous  mea- 
fures put  down  thofe  traitors  and  rebels  to  their  coun- 
try, they  will  put  you  down. 

'The  EARL  of  GAVAN  rejoiced  that  the  Noble 
Earl  had  difavowed  the  expreflions  in  which  he  was  re- 
ported to  have  fpok'en  fo  hsftiiy  of  the  military  cha- 
racter, it  became  that  Noble  Earl  to  do  fo  ;  and  as 
he  had  done  fo,  he  thought  the  Noble  Earl  mould 
go  farther,  and  profecute  the  printer  of  a  pamphlet 
published  in  this  city  within  thefe  two  days,  and  pur- 
posing to  be  his  fpeech,  in  which  this  attack  on  the 
military  was  set  forth  in  the  molt  unequivocal  terms 
—a  nobleman  who  revered  the  military  character  fo 
highly  could  hardly  refufe  them  this  juitice.  It  had 
been  faid  of  the  Toldiery  that  they  obeyed  orders  as 
foldiers,  at  which  their  feelings  as  men  revolted — 
this  he  felt  a  fevere  imputation  on  himfelf  and  other 
General  Officers  of  CJlfler,  who  mult  have  firft  re- 
ceived thofe  orders  from  Government  ;  and  hetruft- 
ed  that  every  man  who  knew  them  had  too  high  ati 
opinion  of  their  feeling  to  fuppofe  that  they  would 
obey  orders  inhuman  or  illegal,  if  Government  could 
have  iiTued  them  ;  but  he  muft  fay,  that  to  his  cer- 
tain knowledge,  no  orders  had  ever  ifiued  which 
could  bear  fuch  a  conftruction.  His  Lordlhip  faid, 
that  the  zeal  fteadinefs  and  loyalty  of  the  troops  in 
the  quarter  where  he  had  the  honour  to  command, 
were  beyond  his  praife  ;  whenever  their  exertions 
were  neceflary,  they  were  prompt,  and  thofe  exerti- 
ons were  often  neceffary  ;  men,  had  a/Ibciated  them- 
fcives  together  under  a  name  which,  ought  to  include 
every    thing   honorable   and  patriotic,  the  name  of 
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United  Iri/hmen;  yet,  was  there  a  man  in  th«  king* 
dom  who  did  not  know  they  were  aflbciatecl  fop 
traiterous  purpofes  ?  If  there  was  any  circumftance 
which  could  give  him  more  pride  than  any  other  it 
was  that  by  his  Seat  in  that  Houfe  he  was  enabled 
to  declare  his  firm  attachment  to  his  Sovereign  and 
the  Constitution— -an  attachment,  from  which  neither 
the  attacks  of  rebels,  or  their  anonymous  menaces 
fhould  ever  make  him.  Affaffination  had  been  the 
lot  of  many  who  had  dared  to  manifeft  this  attach- 
ment; it  might  be  his: — it  was  a  fate  againft  which 
no  man  could  guard  ;  it  was  a  fate  to  which  every  man 
obnoxious  to  treafon  was  now  liable  j  but  this  appre^- 
henfion  had  no  weight  with  him  ;  his  fentiments  were 
too  much  fixed  to  be  altered  by  it.  He  would  con- 
clude by  one  obfervation.  The  Noble  Earl  had'ftated 
enormities  to  have  exifted  ;  why  did  not  the  Noble 
Earl  apply  to  the  next  General  Officer  to  have  them 
redreffed,  when  he  heard  of  them,  inftead  of  carrying 
the  recital  of  them,  without  explanation,  into  Eng- 
land, and  detailing  them  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of 
Peers  ? 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  defired  the  Report 
of  the  Houfe  in  1793  to  be  read — And  then  conti- 
nued :  If  the  Noble  Eafl  had  read  the  report  of  laft 
Seffion,  I  mould  not  trouble  the  Houfe  to  have  it 
read  ;  the  fubject  now  before  the  Houfe  is  one  which 
had  been  often  debated,  and  often  mifreprefented. 
The  fpeech  publifhed  in  the  name  of  the  Noble  Earl, 
but  difavowed  by  him,  has  added  not  a  little  mifre- 
prefentation  to  the  common  ftock ;  it  has  been  gene- 
rally circulated,  and  has  produced  much  mifapprehen- 
fion.  For  the  military  and  perfonal  character  of  the 
Noble  Earl,  I  feel  the  moft  unfeigned  refpecl.  I  hope 
I  will  not  be  thought  to  fpeak  ironically,  when  I  aflure 
the  Noble  Lord,  I  have  the  higheft  refpect  for  his 
character,  and  when  I  fay  I  fincerely  regret  it  has  been 
the  lot  of  the  Noble  Lord  to  refide  fo  much  out  of  his 
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qw»  country ;  for  I  believe,  if  he  had  been-  a  refident 
in  Ireland,  he  would  have  perceived  how  unnecefTary 
is  the  motion  he  has  now  propofed.  And  I  will  put  it 
to  the  good  fenfe  and  candour  of  the  Noble  Lord, 
upon  what  principle  the  Noble  Earl  'has  pafTed  by 
the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Parliament,  of  which  he  was  a 
Member,  and  forced  his  fubject  on  the  Britifti  Legif- 
lature, to  call  upon  that  Legiflature  to  interpofe  with 
the  Crown  on  a  fubject  only  cognizable  by  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland.  I  will  put  it  to  the  candour  and 
honour  of  the  Noble  Lord,  and  I  will  afk  him  upon 
what  pretence  he  ftarted  up  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of 
Parliament,  and  required  the  Peers  of  that  kingdom 
humbly  to  befeech  his  Majefty  to  interpofe  his  pater- 
nal influence  to  procure  the  repeal  of  laws,  of  funda- 
mental import  to  the  Irifh  Conftitution  ?  I  will  put  it 
to  the  candour  of  the  Noble  Lord,  and  afk  him  upon 
what  pretence  he  can  juflify  having  pafTed  in  the 
Englifh  Houfe  of  Peers  a  fweeping  condemna- 
tion on  all  the  ads  of  the  Irifh  Government  and 
Legiflature,  both  civil  and  military  ?  On  what  princi- 
ple he  has  done  this  ?  On  what  principle  he  has  re- 
prefented  the  feudal  tyranny  of  a  corfeu  as  eftabiiihed 
in  this  kingdom  ?  On  what  principle  has  he  accufed 
Government  of  reviving  the  practices  of  the  inquifi- 
tion,  of  urging  perfons  to  become  witnefTes  againft 
their  friends  and  neighbours  by  torture  ?  On  what 
principle  can  thofe  unwarranted  and  diftorted  exagge^ 
rations  which  have  been  painted  to  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment be  excufed,  and  which  have  pafTed  current  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  Noble  Lord's  name,  through 
every  feditious  Paper  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ? 

It  has  been  too  much  the  practice  of  thefe  countries 
to  drown  truth  and  reafon  in  clamour  and  outcry;  it 
is  part  of  the  party  fyftem  in  England  to  embarrafs 
the  Minifter  by  exacting  that  clamour.  The  fame 
perfons  who  played  the  game  of  embarraflment  againft 
Lord  North,    by  which  America  was   loft,  are  now 
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attempting  to  do  the  fame  with  refpecT:  to  Ireland. 
The  noble  Earl  has  difavowed  the  heavy  charge  ugainft 
the  army,  that  the  pamplet  palling  under  the  fan*tion 
of  his  name,  attributed  to  him  s  but  he  has  attributed 
the  treafons  which  difgrace  the  country,  to  the  mifcon-, 
duel:  of  theBritifh  Cabinet.  To  cure  that  mifconduct, 
he  has  ftated  that  conciliation  is  the, only  remedy ;  but 
I  do  afk,  what  fecurity  is  there  for  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  the  noble  Earl's  prefage  ?  Does  the  noble 
Lord  reafon  from  the  paft  ?  The  pari  is  again.ft  him — ? 
Does  conciliation  allay  clamour  and  difcontent  r*  I  call 
upon  the  noble  Lord  now,  not  for  the  fake  of  idle 
declamation  ;  but  I  call  upon  him  to  meet  me  on  thi$ 
ground,  and  I  will  prove  to  the  noble  Lord's  convic- 
tion, that  there  has  been  a  general  fyftem  of  concili- 
ation, and  that  in  no  place  has  the  experiment  been 
fo  fairly  tried  as  in  Ireland,  in  none  has  it  fo  com- 
pletely failed. 

I  pre  fume  that  though  the  noble  Lord  was  engaged 
in  this  difcharge  of  his  honourable  duties  in  America, 
he  has  heard  that  Parliament  addreffed  his  Majefty  on. 
the  fubject  of  Ireland,  and  that  the  grounds  of  that 
complaint  all  related  to  the  commerce  of  the  country. 
That  in  confequence  of  that  addrefs,  a  grant  was  made 
to  it,  of  a  right  to  trade  to  the  Britifh  colonies,  and 
that  the  gentlemen  then  at  the  head  of  affairs  in  Eng- 
land, did  ftrongly  exprefs  their  difapprobation ;  but 
the  reftraints  upon  our  commerce  were  taken  off.  In 
1782,  the  oppofition  Cabinet  of  the  country  was  cal- 
led upon  for  their  lift  of  grievances ;  they  gave  them 
in  an  addrefs  to  the  throne  ;  they  declared  themfelves 
fatisfied ;  they  pledged  their  lives  and  fortunes,  that 
all  grounds  of  diffention  were  removed.  One  of  them 
received  the  enormous  fum  of  50,0001.  as  a,  reward 
for  his  difcovery  of  grievances,  and  he  and  his  bro^- 
ther  patriots  were  for  about  three  weeks  the  idols  of: 
the  country.  It  was  then  difcovered  that  the  repeal- 
of  the  6th  of  George  I.  was  inefficient  for  our  free- 
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dom,  and  a  clamour  was  raifed  for  renunciation.  The 
DuLe  of  Portland  in  his  ceconomy,  railed  four  pro- 
vincial regiments  to  defend  the  country,  in  the  place 
of  the  army  which  was  fent  abroad.  Fencible  regi- 
ments were  new  in  Ireland,  and  therefore  an  outcry 
was  raifed  againft  him,  as  if  he  had  affronted  the 
country  beyond  reparation.  Soon  after  he  had  left 
the  country,  Lord  Mansfield  gave  judgment  in  a  re- 
cord that  had  been  removed  from  this  country  by 
writ  of  error,  to  England  :  no  man  will  fay  they  could 
not  do  it.  The  Majefty  of  the  People  was  roufed, 
they  attacked  Lord  Mansfield  for  it,  and  they  abufed 
the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons  for  that,  as  the  noble 
Lord  now  finds  fault  with  them.  His  fucceffor  Lord 
Temple,  anxious  to  prove  the  fincerity  of  the  Britifh 
Cabinet,  procured  a  renunciation  act  in  England:  I 
had  If  perfect  communication  with  him  upon  every 
fubject  of  the  countryr  The  people  wanted  fome- 
thing  elfe,  they  had  not  yet  got  enough,  they  would 
take  an  act  of  renunciation.  He  recommended  it, 
and  his  brother  brought  it  forward  in  the  Englifh 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  renouncing  any  legiflative  con- 
troul,  or  bringing  any  appeal  from  an  Irifh  decifion. 
Still  there  was  a  grievance  j  the  people  difcovered  that 
the  fame  Houfe  of  Commons  which  had  procured  all 
thefe  great  benefits  j  free  trade,  independence,  and  re- 
nunciation j  that  this  Houfe  of  Commons  was  itfelf  a 
grievance  j  the  armed  Majesty  of  the  People  was  ap- 
pealed to  j  a  military  convention,  affuming  the  forms 
of  Parliament,  was  affembled  clofe  to  the  Houfe  o 
Commons,  a  Speaker  was  elected,  a  Committee  was 
nominated,  a  bill  was  brought  in,  read  a  firft  time,  a 
fecond  time,  ordered  to  be  engroffed,  read  a  third 
time,  pafTed,  and  was  fent  up  by  two  of  the  members 
to  the  Parliament,  and  one  of  them  did  flate,  that  the 
falvation  of  Ireland,  that  the .  very  exiftence  of  Ire- 
land, depended  upon  preferring  the  independence  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.  It  met,  as  it  might  be  ex- 
pected, 
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pec*led,  with  fcorn,  and  was  rejected -with  difdain,  and 
the  members  who  prefenttd  it  were  overwhelmed  with 
fhame,  and  brought  it  back  from  whence  it  came  ;  af- 
ter which  the  country  had  fome  fhort  reft. 

In  1785,  an  offer  was  made  by  England,  to  parti- 
cipate her  cplonial  trade    with  us,  provided    we  fub- 
mitted  to  her  colonial  regulations ;  this  was  exclaimed 
againft  as  an  attack  upon  our  independence,  and  by 
the  wifdom  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  was  reject- 
ed.    Some  refpite  was  now  had  for  a  fhort  time,  until 
the  lamentable  occurrence   of  17N9,  when,    in  their 
rage  for  power,  a  party  in  this  country  fhook  the  con- 
ilitution  to  its  foundation,  and  by  ftudioufly  neglecting 
the  example  of  England,  laid  the  ground  for  all  chat 
has  happened  fince. — The   Ivarquis   of  Buckingham, 
overlooking  the  perfonal  jnfuks  he  had  received,  la- 
boured to  conciliate  thole  gentlemen,  whom  this  bufi- 
nefs  had  feparated  from   him ;    no    man   took   more 
pains  to  heal  the  fore,  and  I  fhall   never  ceafe  to  la- 
ment, that  he  was  obliged  to  difmifs  fome  of  thofe 
fervants  that  refufed  to  agree  in  his  meafures.    He  was 
unfuccefsful ;  they  were  neceiTarily  difmifTed,  and  hav- 
ing formed  themfelves  into  a  club  for  redrefs  of  giiev- 
adces,  the  first  of  which  was  charging  the  Britain  go  - 
vernment  with  a  defign  to  deilroy   the  liberties  and 
hopes  of  Ireland,    were  the  very  men  who    had  in 
1782  pledged    themselves,  with  their  lives  and   for- 
tunes,   to  imperial  conciliation.     They  formed   them-  • 
felves  intoa  club,  in  which  they  proleifcd   to  fupport 
as   their   fundamental  opinions,    the    Conitituticn    in 
church  and  ftate,  as  fettled  in  1688. — Their  pension 
bill,  their  place  bill,  have  been  paft,  they  were  anxious 
for  a  refponfibility  bill,  by   which  the  government  of 
the  country  would  be  veiled  in  an  Executive  Direc- 
tory of  five  officers,  not  amenable  to  the  crown,  but 
this  was  rejected  by  Parliament;  they  carried  on  their 
debates  with  fo  much  foulnefs  and  fcurrility,  with  fuch 
grofs  and  difgufting  language,  and  bellowed  their  mu- 
tual 
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tual  accufations  of  corruption  fo  liberally,  that  what 
was  the  confequence  ?  Why  the  people  at  length  took 
them  at  their  words,  and  gave  both  fides  credit  for  all 
the  abominable  and  villainous  charges  they  made 
again  ft  each  other. 

By  the  conduct  of  this  political  Club  has  the  Par- 
liament been  debafed  in  public  eftimati.*e,  and  the 
country  degraded  into  that  ftate  oF  cannibal  barbar- 
ifm,  which  we  could  hardly  have  heretofore  believed 
in  reading  the  annals  of  1641 — and  by  their  cla- 
mours againft  Britifh  influence,  there  has  been  dif- 
fufed  fuch  a  fpirit  in  the  country,  that  it  is  not  mere-* 
}y  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  Mr.  Pitt,  Lord  Lanf- 
Gown,  or  Mr.  Fox,  but  to  the  Britifh  name  that  their 
animofity  is  excited.  Agreeable  to  the  practice  of 
the  Whig  Club,  that  peftilent  fociety,  calling  itself 
an  Union  of  Irifhmen,  began  its  proceedings  with  a 
manifefto,  in  which  their  utter  abhorrence  of  Britifh.. 
name  and  Britifh  connection  is  every  where  confpi- 
cuous ;  by  which  it  has  been  held  out  to  the  people 
that  they  are  ruled  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  that  the 
only  falvatiori  of  the  country  was  in  an  Union  of 
Jrifhmen  of  every  religious  perfusion  :  and  has  their 
abhorrence  full  further  explained  by  a  letter  from 
their  founder  Tone  who  is  now  a  fugitive  for  High 
Treafon,  and  was  lately  an  Adjutant  General  in 
Roche's  army,  and  bore  a  command  in  the  Dutch 
fervice,  to  -his  friends  in  Beltaft.  I  have  often  la- 
mented that  Government  had  not  earlier  exerted  their 
power  to  put  down  this  ptftilent  afiociation ;  but  fo 
it  was,  that  the  magistrates  wete  not  allowed  to  dif- 
perfe  them  until  they  had  fat  for  four  years,  and 
laid  a  foundation  for  all  the  mifchief  to  which  they 
found  themfelves  difpofed.  So  early  as  1792  they 
had  determined  to  raife  a  corps  of  National  Guards, 
their  uniform  was  to  be  French,  and  their  infignia  of 
difaffection  ;  and  it  was  propofed  that  fimilar  corps 
mould    be    raifed  through  the  country,  and  that  no 
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effort  mould  be  left  untried  to  feduce  his  Majefty's 
army  from  their  allegiance,  and  emancipation  was  to 
be  the  watch-word  to  this  peftildrMal  fbciery.  This 
is  nof  proved  either  by  Newel  or  Smith,  but  a  gen- 
tleman of  high  worth  and  character,  now  a  colonel  in 
the  army,  who  was  applied  to  receive  a  commiiTion  in 
the  rebel  army,  in  order  to  difcipiine  them;  and  they 
avowed  that  their  object:  was  a  feparation  of  the  coun- 
tries, by  the  aid  of  France ;  that  they  had  arms,  mo- 
ney, and  men ;  but  that  officers  of  diftinctron  was 
what  they  wanted.  To  provide  themfelves  wich  more 
arms,  they  took  advantage  of  a  very  old  religious  feud 
in  the  county  of  Armagh,  and  fet  on  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, under  the  name  of  Defenders  of  the  North, 
to  rob  and  plunder  their  Proteftant  fellow -fubjecls  of 
arms.  A  Roman  Catholic  committee,  fitting  in  Dub- 
Jin,  had  avowedly  interfered  in  behalf  of  fome  men 
who  were  confined  in  Dundalk  gaol,  in  order  to  get 
them  out  before  their  trial  on  bail,  and  for  this  purpose 
a  man  was  fpoken  to.  This  appeared  from  the  report 
which  I  juft  caufed  to  be  read  ;  and  the  confequence  of 
that  report  has  been  the  Gunpowder  Bill,  the  first 
of  the  ftrong  meafures  which  Parliament  had  found 
neceflary  for  the  public  fafety.  A  determination 
on  the  part  of  the  Irifh  Union,  to  llimmon  a  Conven- 
tion at  Athlone,  had  given  rile  to  the  declaratory  law, 
by  which  the  contraband  trade  of  Parliament  was  for- 
bidden. 

In  the  courfe  of  two  or  three  years  after  palling 
thofe  necefTary  acts,  what  fcenes  of'  murder,  and  rob- 
bery, and  burning  were  acted  through  the  country, 
when  no  man  could  fit  in  iafety  with  his  family, .when 
no  man's  houfe  was  a  fecurity  againftthe  midnight  ruf- 
fians who  affailed  his  little  cabin,  or  burned  his  hag- 
gard ;  and  who,  if  he  dared  not  appear,  or  would  not 
bind  himfelf  by  that  teft,  which  was  death  to  his  fel- 
low-creature, he  was  made  to  fuffer  under  the  fyftem 
©f  murder  auJ  affaflination.     It  was  therefore  enacted 
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bv  the  Legifhture,  that  to' adminifter  the  oath  mould 
be  a  capital  felony.  The  county  Armagh  was  the  first 
place  where  the  abominable  fyfeems  took  their  rife.  It 
was  there  that  the  Orange- men,  as  they  (tiled  them- 
felves,  being  the  ,'trongefr  party,  did  take  advantage 
of  the  others.  I  do  not  defend  their  proceedings,  but 
I  lament  the  exiftence  of  thofe  outrages.  The  mod 
exprds  orders  were  fent  down,  to  put  an  end  to  thole 
disturbances \  and  what  was  the  conlequence?  The 
^  thanks  of  the  county  were  given  to  Colonel  Cradock, 
for  his  o^icec-like  and  gentlemanly  behaviour  in  fup- 
preffing  the  infuffgents. 

It  was   {rated    in  the  Englifh  Houfe  of  Lords,  that 
the  Orange-men  were  fanctioned  by  goverment:  Lit- 
tle dots  the  Noble  Lord  know  of  this  country,  if  he 
imagined  that  the  government  would  fanciion  fuch  pro- 
ceedings ;  the  Orange-men  certainly  were  not  enemies 
to  their  country.     I  have  been  diffarisfied  with  the  pro- 
ceedings   of  government,  for  I  always  thought   they 
mould  have  early  put  down  the  neft  of  confpirators  and 
traitors,  who  have  now  grown  fo  enormous  as  almoft 
to  counteract  the  utmoft  vigilance  of  an  active  govern- 
ment.     What  are  the   proceedings  of  thofe  rebels  ?  I 
will  tell  the  Noble  Lord  what  they  are — they  are  fiib- 
tle,  and  it  is  impoflible  to'  counteract  them.     When  a 
lociety  is  formed,  and  amounts  to  thirty,  they  then  in 
their  phrafe  fplit  into  fours.     Thole  fours  elect  each  a 
iecretary  ;  the  fecretaries  fo  eledfe'd  form   a  baronial. 
The   baronial,    when    thus    formed,    go   up  to    the 
county  committee — the  county   committee  commune 
with  the  provincial  committee,  and  the  provincial  with 
the  Directory  ;  and  fo  lecret  is  every  thing  carried  on, 
and    with  fuch  caution  do  they  proceed,  that  every 
tranfliution  is  committed  to  memory.     The  fecretary 
who  receives  his  instructions  from  any  of  the  higher 
authorities  -,  if  they  mould  be  committed  to  writing,  it 
■is  merely  to  imprefs  thofe  instructions  on  his  memory, 
and  he  then  commits  the  manufcript  to  the  flames.     I 
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do  put  it  to  the  good  fenfe  of  the  Noble  Lord,  whe- 
ther it  is  poffible  for  any  government  to  counteract  the 
intentions  and  proceedings  of  fuch  an  abominable  na- 
ture ?  I  do  aftert  there  is  at  this  moment  in  this  coun- 
try, a  regular  committee  holding  regular  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  French  Directory.  Unhappily  for  the 
nation  thole  rebels  have  fpread  their  abominable 
principles  fo  through  the  country,  as  to  make  them 
incompatible  with  any  regular  government. 

The^  Noble  Lord  has  made  affertions  of  feveral  enor- 
inities  which  he  hasftated  as  fads.  He  mentioned  in  par- 
ticular that  one  man  had  been  hanged  ;  that  fad  is  not 
fo,  the  rope  was  put  about  his  neck,  but  he  was  not  tied 
tip  :  as  to  the  piquettirig,  what  Was  that  F  Information 
had  been  given"  that  a  Black-Smith   had'  a  number  of 
pikes  concealed  ;  his  place  was  fearched  none  could  be 
Found  ;  he   was  threatened  in  cafe  he  did  not  confefs> 
he  faid  he  knew  of  no  pikes,  but   the   information  was 
too  ftrong,  he  was  taken  to  the  guard  houfe,  he  was  pi- 
quetted— and  what  was  the  coniequence  ?  He  acknow- 
ledge to  know  where  one  hundred  pikes  were  conceal- 
ed, his  information  Was  true  and  the  pikes  were  got.     I 
put  it  to  the  good  fenfe  of  the  Noble  Lord  whether  the 
temporary  punilhment  which  had  been  inflicted  on  the 
Black-Smith  is  not  more  than  compenfated  by  the  lives 
which  have  been  faved  by  the  murders  that  have   been 
prevented  in  confequence'  of  this  clifcovery.     I  put  it  to 
the  good  fenfe  of  ftie  Noble  Lord  are  pikes  an  argu- 
ment for  Catholic  Emancipation  ?  Are  powder  and  ball 
an  argument  for  Parliamentary  Reform  ?  The  Noble 
Lord  has  ftated  that  the  peafants  cottage  was  burned— s 
I  do  not  juftify  thefe  excefles,  but  when  treafon  and  re- 
bellion make  it  neceffary  to  call  out  the  military,  it  is 
not  always  poffible  to  reftrain  their  fefentments.     The 
proclamation  iffued  by  General  Lake  has  been  feverely 
animadverted  upon.     To  force  perfons  to  give  up  their 
arms  is  certainly  conftitutional,  when  they  have  forgot- 
ten what  they  owe  to  their  country  and  to  their  King,  fo 
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far,  as  to  turn  rebels  to  both.  What  happened  in  the 
American  war  when  the  Noble  Lord;  was  there  in  com- 
mand ?  An  Officer  Colonel'  Haynes  had  been  taken 
endeavouring  to  feduce  the  King's  troops,  he  was  fuffer- 
ed  to  be  out  on  his  parole— what  was  the  confequence  ? 
Inftead  of  behaving  as  he  ought  and  being  fenfible  of 
the  manner  in  which  he  'had  been  treated,  he  went 
about  the  country  again  endeavouring  to  feduce  the  fol- 
diery.  He  was  taken  in  the  fa£t,  and  he  was  hanged 
without  a  trial ;  the  only  thing  done  was  to  identify  his 
perfon — I  afk  the  Noble  Lord  was  not  that  a  judicable 
acl?. 

Has  the  Noble  Lord  heard  of  Waller  ?  has  he  heard 
of  the  death  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  a  man  of  learning  and  in- 
tegrity ?  has  he  heard  that  he  was  murdered,' becaufe  he 
dared  to  be  active  in  endeavouring  to  fupprefs  the  dia- 
bolical treafons  in  exiftence  ?  Mr.  Hamilton  ventured 
out  one  evening  to  his  friend's  houfe.  What  was  the 
confequence  ?  the  houfe  was  furrounded,  the  wretches, 
got  in,  they  fwore  they  would  deftroy  the  houfe  and  all 
the  family  if  Mr.  Hamilton  was  not  given  up — the  fer- 
vants  either  through  fear  or  forne  other  caufe  gave  up 
the  unfortunate  gentleman,  the  ruffians  dragged  him  out 
of  the  houfe,  and  murdered  him — and  thefe  are  the 
men  offentiment,  and  of  feeling,  of  liberality  and  of  in- 
jured innocence,  that  the  army  of  Ireland  has  prefumed 
to  put  down  !  Has  the  Noble  Lord  heard  of  the  mur- 
der of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Knipe  ?  Has  he  heard  of  the 
fate  of  M.  Cummins  ?  Has  he  heard  of  the  affaflination 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Butler  ?  Will  the  Noble  Lord  Hand 
up  in  His  place  and  cell  me  that  when  a  fyftem  of  treafon 
and  rebellion  is  in  the  ftate,  fpreading  defolation  and 
murder  through  the  country,  that  they  ought  to  be  re- 
conciled ?  Will  the  Noble  Lord  contend  that  inch  per- 
fons  are  to  be  dealt  with  by  conciliation  ? 

I  will  mention  another  circumftance  :  Lafl  fummer, 
Mr.  Connolly  difcovered  among  his  fervants  a  plot 
againft  his  life  and  that  of  his  amiable  lady — a  woman 

who 
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who  I  may  call  the  paragon  of  her  fex;  who  fed  them 
when  they  were  hungry;  who  cloathed  them  j  who 
confidered  them  as  her  children — Yet  notwithstanding 
every  attention,  and  every  kindnefs,  the  abominable 
mifcreants  formed  a  plan  ap-ainft  her  life,  and  no  later 
than  lait  fummer,  ffie  was  afraid  to  let  a  gentleman 
fleep  in  the  lower  part  of  the  houfe.  I  was  there — and 
Lady  Louifa  Connolly  told  me  Ihe  was  afraid  to  let  mc 
fleep  in  the  lower  part  of  the  houfe.  I  faw  at  each  of 
the  hall-doors  flrongchevau-de-frize,  and  as  regular  a 
garrifon  in  the  houfe  as  in  any  fortified  town.  And  are 
thele  people  to  be  fuffered  to  over- run  the  country 
without  a  ftruggle  ?  What  is  the  excufe  held  out  for 
their  treafons?  That  they  do  ndt  act  from  themfelves, 
but  are  driven  to  it  by  the  exceffes  of  the  government  ? 

The  noble  Lord  has  faid  the  town  of  Ballynahinchy 
has  been  reprefented  as  the.  citadel  of  treafon— - 1  fay  that 
next  to  Belfaft  it  is  the  flrongeft  citadel  of  rebellion  in 
the  country.  If  I  may,  without  being  thought  a  pedant, 
ufe  a  profeiiional  phrazc,  from  their  great  refpecl  for 
the  Heir  Apparent  of  the  Crown,  they  may  be  faid  to 
be  in  obefeance  during  the  life  of  his  Majefty. 

If  the  Noble  Lord  willies  to  know  the,  truevftate  of 
the  rebellious  fyftem  in  the  country,  let  him  go  to  the 
War-office,  and  he  will  fee  the  trials  of  fix  or  feven 
unfortunate  foldiers,  who  had  been  feduced  from  their 
duty.  It  was  fworn  to,  that  in  the  timber-yard  of  the 
Noble  Lord  had  been  concealed  a  number  of  pikes 
and  handles ;  certainly  without  his  knowledge.  It  is  . 
generally  the  cafe  that  where  there  can  be  the  leail  fuf- 
picion,  is  the  place  for  concealing  thofe  inftruments  of 
death.  I  date  this  tranlaclion  to  his  Lordfnip  that  he 
may  know  the  kind  of  perfons  he  has  about  him,  and 
that  he  may  avoid  the  fate  intended  for  Mr.  Conolly. 
The  Monaghan  militia,  anxious  to  clear  the  character 
of  the  regiment,  and  to  exprefs  their  loyalty,  went  to  the 
Northern  Star-office,  to  have  an  advertiiement  infert- 
ed  to  that  effecl.     The  perfon  they  met  with  at  the 
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office,  told  them  they  were  a  fet  of  fcurvy  fellows. 
The  foldiers,  irritated  at  the  infult,  and  at  the  fate  of 
their  companions,  fe'ized  the  opportunity,  and  d'e- 
molifhed  the  Printing-office  in  part;  but  the  comman- 
der of  the  regiment,  when  he  heard  what  they  were 
about,  drew  them  off — he  could  do  no  more.  Ano* 
ther  party  of  foldier?,  with  ■  fome  yeomen  in  brown 
cloaths,  attacked  it  again,  and  did  the  bufinefs  effec- 
tually ;  and  they  did  deftroy  the  Printing-prefs.  The 
Noble  Lord  has  mentioned  the  Curfew,  and  the  op- 
preffion  of  making  the  people  put  out  their  candles  at 
a  certain  hour  :  A  man  of  the  name  of  Carfon  had 
his  candle  lighting — he  was  ordered  to  put  it  out, 
and  one  of  the  foldiers  threw  a  ftone,  and  broke  his 
window;  and  Mr.  George  Crozier,  the  Noble  Lord's 
land-fxeward  and  receiver,  went  to  the  man,  and  told 
him  if  he  did  not  make  an  affidavit  of  the  fact,  he 
fhould  be  dragged  up  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords. 

What  was  the  cafe  of  Newel  ?  He  was  a  miniature- 
painter—He  entered  into  the  affbciation,  and  being 
fick,  he  did  not  attend  for  a  fhort  time ;  the  confe- 
quence  was,  that  the  committee  of  affaffination  devot- 
ed him  to  death—he  was  denounced,  and  an  attempt 
actually  made  upon  him  in  a  dark  lane.  Finding  he 
was  not  fafe,  he  thought  he  might  as  well  give  infor- 
mation of  all  he  knew.     Does  the  Noble  Lord  know 

'  where  the  four  hundred  pounds  were  got  that  were 
given  to  Newel  and  to  Bird  ?  Did  the  Noble  Lord  re- 
ceive his  inftructions  from  the  Directory  as  to  the 
terms  of  conciliation  ?  Does  he  know  any  of  them  ? 
If  he  does,  the  government  will  be  extremely  obliged 
to  him  to  tell  their  names.  I  know  the  Noble  Lord 
has  conveiftd  with  fome  of  them,  certainly  without 
his  knowledge  ;  but  let  him  beware,  they  would  as, 
foon  treat  with    me  as  with  the  Noble  Lord. 

At  a  time  when  the  county  of  Down  was  in  a  Mate 
of  difturbance,  a  requifition  was  fent  to  the  Sheriff  to 

'  "convene  a  meeting  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  cotintv. 

The 
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The  Sheriff,  with  a  fpirit  which  did  him  honour,  r-e- 
fufed  to  convene  a  mob  of  infurgents  ;  and  in  his 
place  a  Protectant  Biihop  was  ktn  hunting  for  figna- 
tures  through  the  county,  and  afterwards  joined  his 
name  with  that  of  the  mob  who  figned  it,  (among 
whom  was  a  lame  mendicant  living  near  the  town)  in 
a  petition  to  his  Majefty.  In  this  petition  thefe  peo- 
ple, with  a  Bifhop  of  the  eftabiifhed  church  at  their 
head,  carried  a  falsehood  to  the  foot  of  the  Throne, 
They  complained,  among  other  things,  that  the  war 
had  entirely  deftroyed  the  manufacture's  and  trade  of 
the  country,  when  it  appeared,  that  on  an  average 
of  four  years  before  the  war,  compared  with  four 
years  after  its  commencement,  the  average  annual  va- 
lue of  the  linen  was  epcreafed  in  the  latter  period,  as 
was  aifo  the  tonage. 

His  Lordfhip  examined  the  greater  part  of  Lord 
Moira's  former  fpeech,  and  animadverted  on  thofe 
parts  of  it  which  charged  on  the  government  the  ca^- 
fual  excefTes  of  the  foldiery.  The  publication  of  the 
Union  Star,  the  promotion  of  feuds  in  Armagh— of 
the  origin  of  which  he  gave  a  hiftory,  allowing  that 
the  Peep-of-Day-Boys  were  certainly  the  aggrefibrs  j 
but  that  the  others,  after  peace  had  been  made  be- 
tween them  renewed  the  difpute.  He  charged  his 
Lordftiip's  calculations  of  rhe  trade  of  Bel  fail  with  be- 
ing inaccurate,  and  put  it  to  his  own  good  fenfc  to  re- 
concile his  having  made  a  violent  ftatement  of  parti- 
cular enormities  in  the  Britim  Parliament,  with  his 
fjlence  on  that  head  in  his  fpeech  of  to-day  in  this  af- 
fembly,  where  the  point  could  be  fairly  difcurTed. 

With  regard  to  Catholic  Emancipation,  he  a  iked, 
did  his  Lordfliip  know  that  the  Catholic  now  is  under 
.no -difabi'lities  except  ^  few,  which  prevent  him  from 
getting  into  (ituations  of  power ;  that  his  religious 
principles,  if  he  were  truly  a  Catholic,  muit.  prompt 
him  to  ufe  againfl  the  eftabliflied  church — and  aficed 
how  he  could  reconcile  the  principles  of  the  Briufh 
ConRitution,   es  efLiblifhcd  at  the  Revolution,  with, 

the 
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%hv  repeal  of  the  teft  and  fupremacy  oath,  for  at- 
tempting to  repeal  which,  King  James  was  expelled 
the  Throne. 

His  Lord  {hip  concluded  by  obferving,  if  it  mould 
be  the  noble  Earl's" lot  to  meet  with  any  of  the  Direc- 
tory of  the  union,  let  him  hold  this  language  to  them. 
—withdraw  your  Agent  from  Paris.,-  and  your  Am- 
feafifador  from  Liile— lay  down  the  arrris  of  which  you 
have  plundered  the  loyal,  and  return  to  your  habits 
of  peace  and  induftry — defer  ve  the  favour  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  you  will  receive  it.-  The  noble  Earl  may 
be  furprized  to  hear,  that  during  the  late  negociations 
at  Lifle,  the  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Union  was  there 
alio;  that  his  name  is  perfectly  well  known  to  go- 
vernment; 1  know  it  myfelf,  and  will  tell  the  noble 
Earl  when  I  fit  down  if  he  defires  it  ;  that 
this  Plenipotentiary,  who  commenced  his  education 
in  a.  feminary  of  Jefuits,  and  concluded  it  in  an  at- 
torney's office,  was  employed  in  urging  the  French, 
Minifters  to  the  mod  exorbitant  demands;  and  that 
if  Great  Britain  had  had  the  meannefs  to  yield  to  the 
demands  of  France,  as  a  oreliminary,  the  next-dc- 
imand  would  have  been,  the  feparation  of  Ireland 
from  the  Britifh  Empire.  Will  the  rroble  Lord  un- 
dertake to  have  the  Ambaflador  recalled  ?  Will  he 
undertake  that  Arthur  O'Connor,  the  registered 
printer  of  the  Ph.ess,  will  ceafe  to  difleminate  trea- 
son three  times  a  week,  if  his  motion  be  adopted. 

1  feel  that  I  have  already  exhaufted  the  patience  of 
the  Houfe  ;  1  certainly  have  exhausted  my  own  ;  but 
]  will  no  longer  detain  your  Lordfhips  than  to  afk  if 
we  give  up  our  power,  and  fubmit  to  our  enemies, 
and  if  the  experiment  fhould  fail?  what  refource, 
what  return  will  be  left  to  us  ?  4nd  I  befeech  the 
uoble  Farl,  when  he  fees  the  condition  to  which  this 
country  has  been  reduced  by  the  artifices  of  party, 
that  as  he  values  the  peace  and  hnppinefs  of  Ireland 
he  will,  on  his-  return  to  England,  ufe  his  influence 

with 
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with  the  politicians  of  Great  Britain  to  entreat  that 
they  will  ceafe  to  play  the  game  of  party  politics  la 
this  unfortunate  country.  The  noble  Earl  does  not 
know  the  people  of  Ireland  fo  well  as  I  do  ;  he  does 
not- know  that  there  is  not  fo  volatile  or  credulous  a 
people  oh  the  earth  ;  that  they  are  ready  to  be  dupes 
of  any  projector  if  he  will  only  profefs  good  will  to- 
wards them  j  that  they  will  not  hefitate  if  any  man. 
comes  with  a  book  in  one  hand,  and  a  declaration  m 
the  other,  to  take  the  teft,  provided  it  profeffes  to  be 
for  their  advantage.  If  he  knew  this,  he  won  id  be 
less  furprifed  at  the  melancholy  influence  which  words 
and  parties  have  with  them,  and  he  would  be  more 
•anxious  than  he  is  to  prevent  the  increafe  of  fo  miP 
chievous  a  practice. 

BISHOP  of  DOWN.  My  Lords,  unufed  as  lam 
to 'public  fpeaking,  and  ill  qualified  as  I  feel  myfelf  to 
attempt  it,  I  cannot  fit  totally  lilent  under  the  peria- 
nal attack  with  which  the  Noble  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
fack  has  honoured  me  •,  and  that  in  a  tone  of  autho- 
rity which  I  am  not  quite   tame  enough  to  fubrnit  £0. 
What  is   this  crime  that  I  ftand  charged  with  ?  Mf 
Lords,  I  joined  with  men  of  character  as  refpectafaie 
as  any  in  this  kingdom — freeholders  of  the  county  ia 
which  I  live,  and  of  which  I  am  a  freeholder  my  ML 
I  joined  with  them  in  calling  a  county-meeting,  for  die 
purpofe  of  taking  into   consideration  the  propriety  of 
addreffing  his  [Vlajefty,  on  the  awful  and  calamitous 
ftate  of  public  affairs.     Where  was  the  crime  in  this  i 
"Where,  let  me  afk,  would  the  crime  have  been,  if  1 
had  joined  in  a  call  of  the  county  v  for  the  purpofe  of 
exprefting   our  happinefs  and  fatisfa&ion  under  due 
prefent  fyftem,  or  to  thank  Mr.  Pitt  for  the  recall  of 
.  Lord  Fitzw'illiam,  and  for  the  loft  bleffings  reftored  £©- 
.us  by  that  aufpicious  meafure  ?  —Among ft  the  fir  ft  of 
thefe  bleffings,  that  of  the  Noble  Lord's  mild  and  be- 
nign influence  in  our  government  ?  No  ;  the  crime  is 
this — that  I5'  or  that  any  man  in  my  fituation,  m  jali 
prefume  to  have  an  opinion  of  his  own  on  public  mat- 
ters, 
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ters*  and  to  act  from  that  opinion.  And  the  Noble 
Lord  hot  only  confiders  us,  himfelf,  as  the  moft  ab- 
ject, dependants  upon  the  Caftle,  but  he  thinks  it  right,- 
and  wife,  and  decent,  to  hold  us  up  in  that  light  to 
the  whole  country — for  I  defy  any  man  who  /half 
know  this  treatment  of  me  this  night,  to  put  any 
other  poffible  coriftruction  on  it ;  to  which  1  lliall  only 
iky,  that  if  this  is  his  friendship  to  the  church,  the 
Catholics  have  reason  to  ber  happyin  his  enmity,  I 
do  not  mean  that  the  noble  Lord  is  capable  of  per- 
fonal  enmity  to  any  body  of  men;  I  mean  happy  in 
his  oppofition  to  their  claims.  My  Lords,  I  fhall 
enter  into  no  juftiflcation  of  my  conduct' ;  I  know 
that  it  requires  none.  If  I  have  tranfgreffed  the  law, 
I  do  fuppofe  there  is  no  want  of  zeal  in  the  Crowri 
lawyers,  to  call  me  to  account  for  it.  If  I  have 
committed  any  offence  againft  this  Houfe  ;  to  the 
chaftizement  of  the  Houfe  I  mail  fubmit  with  all 
due  humility.  But  as  to  the  noble  Lord's  opinion  of 
ine,  I  muff  tell  him  plainly,  there  is  nothing  in  this 
world  that  I  regard  with  more  perfect  indifference, 
than  either  his  Cenfure  or  approbation.  He  has  faid 
that  if  he  was  well  informed,  I  carried  about  the  pe- 
tition for  fubferiptions.  Jhfis  information  was  falfe, 
though  I  fcarcely  think  it  worth  my  while  to  contra- 
dict it;  had  it  been  true,  1  mould  not  be  afhamed  to 
avow  it;  I  fee  no  impropriety  in  duing  fo.  1  mall 
iiot  enter  into  the  difcuilion  of  the  queltion  before 
the  Houfe,  that  fubject  is  in  abler  hands;  you  have 
tried  the  fyftem  of  coercion  long  enough  to  judge  of 
its  fruits ;  have  thofe  fruits  becrt  fuch  as  to'  encou- 
rage you  to  perfevere  in  if  ?  No.  From  the  recall  of 
Lord  Fitzwilliam  to  the  pre lent  moment,  we  have 
been  going  on  from  bad  to  worfe  ;  'till  at  lait  we  are 
on  the  brink  of  ruin.  That  the  people  of  this  country 
were  at  that  period  well  affected,  is  certiin  ;  if  any 
proof  of  it  had  been  wanting,  it  was  given  unequi- 
vocally in  Che  regret  and  concern  which  was  exprelTed 

at 
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It  his  departure,  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to 
the  other.  Had  their  intentions  been  mifchievousj 
they  would  have  rejoiced  that  the  man  was  recalled, 
who,  they  had  every  reafon  to  believe,  had  come 
over  vvith  fuch  terms  in  his  hand,  of  conciliation  and 
peace,  as  muft  have  defeated  them  completely^  Mf 
Lords,  I  muft  hy  one  word  more  of  our  county  pe- 
tition ;  the  noble  Lord  here  aflerted,  that  it  fets  out 
with  a  grofs  and  fcandalous  mifreprefentation.  There 
is  not  a  word  of  mifreprefentation  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end  of  it.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  re- 
venue of  Belfaftlaft  year,  or  the  year  before  laft,  or 
the  year  before  that,  the  fact  is,  that  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  Belfaft  is  at  this  moment  nearly  anni- 
hilated. My  Lords,  I  never  before  obtruded  my- 
felf  on  your  Lordfhips  attention  j  and  1  Have  no  de- 
lire  of,  ever  troubling  you  again  i  I  fh'ail,  therefore, 
take  the  prefent  opportunity  of  declaring  my  fenti- 
ments,  on  two  very  important  cjueftions  that  have 
been  mentioned  in  the  debate  of  this  night;  the 
emancipation  of  the  Catholics,  and  a  Reform  in  Par- 
liament. I  am  a  decided  friend  to  both,  I  have  beeii 
fo  to  the  total  and  complete  emancipation  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, from  the  firft  moment  that  I  was  capable  of 
thinking  on  that  fubjecT: ;  and  I  have  always  conlr- 
dered  it  is  a  matter  of  right-,  not  of  favour.  A  Re- 
form in  Parliament,  I  confider  as  an  act  of  policy , 
which  the  rlate  of  the  country  renders  ab'folutely  ne- 
celTary.  "Without  both,  there  is  no  falvation  for  this 
country.  They  are5'  notwithftanding  the  noble- Lord's 
irony  on  the  occafion,  they  are,  1  am  convinced,  the 
only  weapons  with  which  you  can  attack  the  difcon- 
tented  with  effect.  My  Lords,  I  have  a  double 
ftake  in  this  country ;  my  preferment  in  the  church, 
and  my  own  perfonal  property,  which*  though  an  in- 
considerable one,  is  an  object  of  fome  Confequence  to 
me.  I  am  as  much  interefted  as  -any  man,  in  the  tran- 
quillity and  profperity  of  this  country  ;  but  this  I 
am  fatisfied  of*  that  neither  my  property,  nor  that  of 
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any  man  in  this  Houfe,  nor  our  lives,  nor  any  thing 
that  is  dear  to  us,  will  be  long  fafe  under  the  prefent 
fyftem-  The  noble  Lord'  has  faid  fomething  of 
letters  received  in  the  North  from  England,  holding 
out  expectations  of  a  change  of  Miniftry  ;  that  thofe 
letters  were  handed  about,  and  were,  in  facT:,  the 
caufe  of  our  county-meeting  and  petition.  I  am  to- 
tally at  a  lofs  to  know  what  letters  the  noble  Lord 
fpeaks  of  j  but  this  I  know,  that  I  have  not  for  years, 
either  received  or  feen  any  letters  from  England,,  that 
afforded  any  fuch  hopes.  That  event,  unfortunately 
for  the  country,  is,  I  believe  very  diftant  indeed. 

Lord  DUNSANEY  supported  the  motion  with 
much  ability  :• — he  {hewed  that  the  present  fyftem  was 
the  caufe  of  the  exifting  difcontents  in  a  great  mea* 
fure,  and  that  where  the  people  of  Ireland  were  treat- 
ed by  Government  with  lenity  and  indulgence,  they 
were  proportionably  loyal  and  grateful.     It  had  been 
afked  of  the  Noble  Earl  who  made  the  motion,  why 
he  had  not  now  brought  before  the  House  a  catalogue 
of  thofe  enormous  cruelties  which  he  had  detailed  in 
the  Britifh  Houfe  of  .Peers  ?     lnftead  of  being  afked 
fuch   a  queftion,  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  mould 
rather  have  thanked  him  for  the  conciliating  and  pa- 
cific manner  in  which  he  propofed  to  ad. — But  if 
noble  Lords  wanted  fuch  a  catalogue  he  could  furnifli 
them  ;  he  could  relate  to  them  not  (imply  the  burn- 
ing of  houfes,  but  the  murder  in  cold  blood  of  their 
inhabitants — he  could  give  them  an  account  of  three 
men  particularly,  who,  after  having  had  their  houfes 
burned  to  the  ground,  were  fhot  by  the  military  after 
having  been  for  fome  time  prifoners — and   he  could 
add  to  thefe. accounts  the  much  more  numerous  in- 
stances  of  men   torn  from  their  family  and  country, 
and  without  the  form  of  a  trial,  tranfported  for  life.   He 
declared    himfelf   a    friend  to  both  the   meafures  of 
conciliation    which   had     been    mentioned — Catholic 
Emancipation  and  Parliamentary  Reform. 

Lord 
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Lord  MOIRA,  m  reply. — My  Lords,  the  noble 
Baron  who  fpoke  fecond  in  this  debate  and  the  learn- 
ed Lord  on  the  \V90lfack  have  both  faid,  that  my 
arrival  in  this  country  has  produced  much  mifchief 
and  greatly  inflamed  difcontent.  If  my  Lords,  fo 
much  danger  were  to  be  apprehended  by  my  coming,' 
they,  whofemifreprefentationsofmy  conduct  in  another 
country*  fo  widely  and  fo  wantonly  circulated,  made 
it  neceiTary  that  I  mould  come,— -are  chargeable  with 
the  m'rfchief. — The  nobie  Lords  have  faid  alfo,  that 
the  difcuffion  in  which  we  are  now  engaged  will  ag- 
gravate the  diforders  which  are  already  fo  mifchiev- 
ous — if  fo,  my  Lords,  they  who  made  the  difcuffion 
neceffary  by  refilling  a  motion  of  conciliation  and 
peace  are  to  be  blamed  for  the  consequences.  No- 
thing in  my  statement  could  have  a  tendency  to  pro- 
duce fuch  an  effect,  or  in  any  degree  to  irritate  the 
public  mind.  The  noble  Baron  who,  in  a  fpeech  of 
much  eloquence,  first  oppofed  my  motion,  began  by 
infinuating  that  a  fomething  had  taken  place  fome- 
where,  which  with  refpect  to  this  Houfe  he  did  not 
think  becoming-- The  noble  Baron  appeared  to  la- 
bour under  great  difficulty  in  dating  what  that  fome- 
thing was-r-it  however  at  lad  appeared  to  be  my  hav- 
ing agitated  in  the  Britifh  Parliament  some  points  re- 
lative to  the  fubject  now  before  you.  But  the  noble 
Baron,  though  apparently  much  difcontented  with  my 
fpeech  on  that  occafion  could  not  date  exactly  in  what 
the  irregularity  of  it  confided. 

The  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolfack  who  followed 
him,  declared  himfelf  equally  diflatisfied  with  my  con- 
duct on  that  occafion,  but  laboured  under  the  fame 
difficulty  in  dating  in  what  the  breach  of  order  or  want 
of  refpect  to  this  Houfe  confided.  Of  my  attach- 
ment to  the  independence  of  the  Irifh  Legiflature,  any 
prefent  declaration  mufb  be  fuperfluous*,  fince  I  have 
on  all  occafions  loudly  maintained  thenecefiity  of  that 
independence  as  the  only  fecurity  for  the  welfare  of 
Ireland.  I  am  furprized  that  the  learned  Lord,  who 
from  his  ftation  ought  to  be  enlightened  on  the  fub- 
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jecl:,  did   not  discover  and  acknowledge  that  the  lleps 
taken  by  us  in  the  Britifh  Parliament,  were  perfectly 
confident  with  the  independence  of  the  Legislature  of 
Ireland,  and    confonant  to   that  fpirit   on   which  the 
connexion    of   the  two  countries   is   founded.     The 
learned  Lord  as  a  Privy  Counfellor  in  both  countries, 
and  a  Cabinet  jVUnifter  in   this,  might  be  reafonably 
fuppofed  to  have  known  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
this  country  is  appointed  by  a  com  mi  (lion  under  the 
Great   Seal  of  Engjand—that  he  receives  his  inftruc- 
tions  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  under  the  King's 
Signet — that  he   is  bound    to  obey  the  inftru&ions 
which  he  receives  thro'  the  medium  of  that  Secretary,, 
a  Member  of  the  Britifh  Cabinet,  and  that  therefore'  . 
It  is  under  the   fpecial   inftruction    of   that  Cabinet 
that  he  acts.     Through  what  channel  then  could  ap- 
plication   be   made  to  correct  the  abuses  of  the  Irifh. 
Executive  but  through  the  channel  of  the  Britifh  Par- 
liament, to  whom  only  that  Cabinet  is  refponfible  ? 
The  learned  Lord  might  have  learned  further  on  the 
fubjecl:— he  tnight  have  learned  that  if  the  conduct,  of 
an  irifh  Lord    Lieutenant  is  not   cenfurablb   by  the 
Britifh  Legislature,  the    Irifh  Lord  Lieutenant  holds 
a  fituation  which  the  Britifh  Conftitution  difclaims  and 
abhors— «a  fituation   deftitute  of  refponfibility.     The 
Irifh  Parliament  has  the  fulled  right  to  animadvert  on 
the  conduct  of  the  Viceroys  and  can  never  want  the 
means  to  make  its  opinion  oh  that  conduct  respected  ; 
But  it  has  no  proccfs  by  which  when  his  adminiftration 
expires  it  can  fummon  that  Viceroy  to  abide  a  trial. 
The  jurifdiction   of  the  Britifh  Parliament  over  the 
conduct  of  the  Irifh  Viceroy,  the  learned  Lord  might 
have  feen  afcertained  by  thehigheft  authority,  by  Lord 
Coke  himfelf,  who  lays   it  down   as  a  principle,   that 
wherever  the  King's"  feals  go,  there  does  the  authority 
of  Parliament  extend.!    But  laying   afide  thefe  argu- 
ments, which  from  the  nature  of  them  the  noble  Lord 
might  be  fuppofed  to  know,   there  was  a  circumftance 

which 


[     45     3 

which  migfa  have  given  the  learned  Lord  ahin/t  thatther? 
was  not  any  thing  contrary  to  Parliamentary  order  In 
|i-Is  addrefling  the  Britifh  Houfe  on  the  topic  ;  for  he 
will  furmife  that  it  was  rather  more  likely  that  the  Mi- 
nifter  fhould  have  a  number  of  partial  friends  prelent, 
than  that  I  mould  ;  and  the  irregularity  of  a  diicuffion, 
which  could  not  bethought  very  entertaining  to  the 
Minifters,  would  naturally  have  been  feized  as  an  ex- 
eufe  for  flopping  the  conventions  could  it  poflibly 
liave  been  pleaded. 

The  learned  Lord  in  a  very  long  fpeech  has  gone 
into  an  elaborate  and  I  will  allow  an  able  detail  of  the1 
conceffionswhich  Great  Britain  has  made  to  Ireland  for 
fome  years  back.  I  do  not  fee  how  that  detail  bears 
on  the  prelent  queftion,  but  I  willfay  of  thofe  fucceflive 
demands  and  conceffions  which  have  been  made,  that 
they  were  fuch  as  in  an  improving  country  might  na- 
turally have  been  expeded.  Every  new  advantage 
yhich  Ireland  enjoyed  enlarged  her  fphere  of  action, 
aj\d  made  Her  know  the  value  of,  and  feel  the  necefticf 
for  others,  I  will  fay  flill  farther,  that  if  thefe  were 
concetfions  made  to  the  demands  of  Ireland;,  they  were 
(equally  beneficial  to  Great  jBritain,  for  the  wealth  of 
Ireland  is  the  ftrength  of  Great  Britain;  and  I  would  fay 
that  the  vveaknefs  or  poverty  of  Great  Britain  would  be 
the  calamity  of  Ireland, 

The  learned  Lord  afks  me  whether  I  do  not  believe 
that  there  exifts  in  this  country  a  dangerous  confpira- 
cy  agaipft  the  government  ?  My  Lords,  I  do  believe 
there  exifts  fuch  a  confpiracy,  and  I  attribute  the  exig- 
ence of  that  confpiracy"to  the  fevere,  the  'unconltitu- 
tional  meafures*  which  government  have,  adopted.  I 
attribute  much  of  the  danger  and  much  of  the  distur- 
bances which  exift3  to  that  moft  impolitic  and'lamenta- 
ble  mealure — the  recall  of  my  Lord  Fitzwilliam.  T 
presided  the  confequences,  when  I  firft  heard  of  that 
meafure,  and  I  have  been  too  true  a  prophet.  Both 
houfes  of  parliamenrhere  had  declared  the  meafures 
propoftd  by  that  Nobleman  to  be  fuch  as  merited  the 
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fupport  of  parliament  and  the  approbation  of  the  pub- 
lic :  yet  the  cou/fe  of  thofe  meafures  was  violently  inter- 
rupted ;  the  promifc  given  to  the  nation  by  the  decla- 
ration of  thofe  meafures  was  un  wifely  broken  ;  and 
principles  of  government  diametrically  oppofite  to  thofe 
which  had  met  fuch  applaufe  from  the  country,  were 
adopted  by  the  new  Viceroy.  The  fyftem  which  was 
continued  fubfequent  to  t/iat  event,  a  fyftem  of  coerci-> 
(j..iy  of  cruelty,  and  cf  blood,  has  aggravated  the  evil, 
and  driven  the  people  to  the-  mod  dangerous  and  un-  . 
conftitutional  fteps,  as  means  of  fuppofed  felf-defence 
i:gainft  the  extreme  fe  verity  of  their  government. 

The  lea'rned  Lord  had  thought  proper  to  allude  to 
newfpapers  and  pamphlets,  and  argue  from  what  they 
report  as  my  fpeech,  as  if  it  were  really  mine.  In  one 
cf  thofe  publications  I  am  made  to  lay  what  certainly 
1  never  faid,  that  the  troops  in  Ireland  regarded  every 
Irifnman  as  a  rebej,  and  treated  him  accordingly.  It 
would  have  been  extremely  abfurd  in  me  to  have  ufed 
fuch  an  expreflion  generally,  of  the  troops  in  Ireland, 
for  many  of  thofe  troops  are  themfclves  IrifTi.  Whit  I 
laid  was  "  that  the  foreign  troops  which  were  fent  to 
Ireland-went  thither  under  an  unfortunate  prejudice, 
which  care  had  been  taken  to  infli'l  into  them,  that  eve-  • 
ry  man  they  met  there  was  a  rebel."  His  Lordfhip  is 
alfo  pleafed  to  fay,  that  he  would  not,  were  he  a  gene*, 
ral  omcer  commanding  the  army  in  Ulfter,  be  much 
obliged  to  me  for  faying  that  I  was  fure  they  did  not 
aft  with  their  inclination  in  difcharging  the  late  orders 
of?:overnment.  I  am  fure  that  thefe  officers  would 
find  it  an  unpkafant  duty  were  they  bound  to  execute 
on  the  people  a  punifhment  legally  inflicted.  I  am  fure 
it  muft  be  ftill  more  fo  where  they  are  obliged  to  exert 
meafures  of  extraordinary  feverity.  1  know  too  the 
delicate  filiation  in  which  an  officer  is  placed,  when  he 
is  appointed  to  execute  fuch  orders  as  thofe  under  which 
General  Lake  and  others  have  acled.  I  know  how  diffi- 
cult it  is  in  fuch  circumflances  to  avoid  being  milled  by 
the  miitatements,  the  wifehood  or  the  paiTions  of  others, 
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to  acts  perhaps  more  fevere  than  the  truth  of  cireum- 
ftances  would  warrant.  You  are  to  obferve  that  the  re- 
partition  of  the  troops  into  fmall  detachments,  muft  leave 
the  delegated  power  to  the  discretion  of  youn&  officers 
"who  could  not  be  expected  to  ufe  it  with  the  ftrict  cauti- 
on and  judgment  which  General  Lake  himfelf  would  ufe. 

With  refpeet  to  the  perfecution  of  the  Catholics 
which  took  place  in  the  county  of  Armagh  and\  parts 
adjacent,  I  did  ftate  that  I  fufpecled  government  of 
winking  at  the  progrefs  and  effects  of  'that  fanatic  vio- 
lence, from  the  belief  that  thoie  religious  feuds  would 
fmothcr  the  cry  for  Parliamentary  Reform.  I  fufpect 
it  Hill.  The  long  time  for  which  thofe  outrages  conti- 
nued unchecked  by  any  interference  on  the  part  of  go- 
vernment, neceiTarily  creates  the  fufpicion.  If  it  be  an 
unjuft  one,  government  has  at  lean:  entailed  it  by  a  cul- 
pable inattention. 

Another  of  the  meafures  which/  taking  my  fpeech 
from  the  public  prints,  his  Lordfhip  afferts  I  attributed 
to  government,  without  any  rational  ground,  was  the 
publication  of  the  Union  Star., 

I  will  tell  the  learned  Lord  what  I  did  fay  on  that 
occafion  :  I  did  fay  that,  there  was  fomething  lb 
extravagantly  abfurd  in  that  paper,  fomething  fe 
inconfiftent  with  its  profefTed  end  affatlination ;  in 
defcribing  publicly  the  names  of  the  perfons  to  be 
aiTaffinated,  by  which  they  would  naturally  be  pvx 
upon  their  guard,  that  I  did  think,  and  I  ftill  retain 
that  opinion,  that  it  was  much  more  likely  to  have  been 
written  by  the  enemies  of  that  party  on  whom  the  im- 
putation of  it  was  to  fall,  than  by  the  party  itfelf, 

But  of  the*  facts  which  I  alluded  to  in  the  Britifh 
Houfe  of  Peers,  as  proofs  of  the  extreme  cruelty  of 
the  fyftem  which  was  carried  on  in  Ireland,  his  Lord- 
fhip denies  the  truth.  One  of  thofe  facts  was  the  Wran- 
gling of  one  Shaw,  in  order  to- induce  a  confeffion,  and 
his  LordmipWerts  that  the  rope  was  only  put  round  his 
neck,  but  that  he  was  not  actually  fuipended.     I  repeat 
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procefs  of  ftrangulation,  and  fufferedjmany  other  in- 
flictions, as  well  as  picketing.  But  here  the  learned 
Lord  fays  it  was  done  to  make  him  difcover  where 
pikes  were  hidden,  and  that  he  did  confeis  where  a 
hundred  pikes  might  be  found,  and  the  Noble  Lord 
afks  is  it  not  better  that  an  individual  lTiould  have  been 
picketted,  or  even  half-hanged,  than,  that  all  thofe 
ihould  perifh,  who  might  have"  been  killed  by  the 
pikes  ?  I  do  not  wifh  to  examine  too  minutely  the 
notion  of  that  Juftice,  which1  can  defend  the  fubjetfting 
&n  individual  to  exceifive  and  illegal  furTering  upon  the 
plea  of  its  being  done  to  prevent  a  confequence  gratu- 
itoufly  imagined  for  the  argument's  fake. 

But  I  will  tell  the  learned  Lord,  that  he  has  by  fat- 
ing the  cafe  of  Shaw,  endeayoured  to  miflead  attention 
from  the  real  point  in  charge.  My  affertion  is  that, 
torture  has  been  ufed  to  force  a  man  to  accufe  his 
neighbours  ;  a  practice  {landing  in  the  jufteft  reproba- 
tion of  every  writer  on  morality  or  jurisprudence;  be- 
caufe  it  has  been  too  well  proved  that  the  perfon,  who> 
to  free  himfelf  from  immediate  anguifh,  has  inculpated 
an  innocent  man,  has  afterwards  through  fhame  or  fear 
maintained  the  charge,'  and  led  the  unoffending  victim 
to  a  dreadful  death.  That  accufations  have  been  thus 
endeavoured  to  be  extorted,  I  have  the  fulled  proof*' 
and  in  one  inftance  the  fufferer  was  half-hanged  thrice, 
becaufe  he  declared  he  knew  no  guilt  in  his  neighbours. 

Kis  Lordfhip  lias  alluded  to  another  part  of  my 
fpeech,  and  triumphantly  denies  that  the  curfew  regu- 
lation wasfo  rigoroully  enforced  in  a  particular  inftance 
as  I  was  fuppofed  to  have  mentioned.  In  delcribing 
the  feverity  of  fo  arbitrary  a  meafure,  I  took  the  li- 
berty to  fuppofe  a  cafe  in  which  the  enforcement  of  it 
would  be  attended  with  great  hardfhip — the  cafe  was 
that  of  a  parent  watching  at  night  over  his  dying  child, 
and  obliged  in  fuch.circumflances  to  put  out  his  lights' 
by  die  order  of  a  military  patrole.  I  reprcfented  the 
poflible  inicaiion  which  might  arife  from  fuch  a  rc- 
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ftraint ;  and  I  quoted  a  cafe  that  had  come  with- 
in my  knowledge,  as  illuilrative  of  my  general  po- 
rtion. It  would  have  equally  anfwered  my  argu- 
ment to  have  merely  ftated  a  fuppofed  cafe.  In 
anfwer  to  this,  a  cafe  has  been  publifhed  with  great 
triumph  reflecting  a  Lieutenant  Steel  of  the  Cam- 
bridgefhire  Fencibles,  who  forbore  to  put  out  the  lights 
in  a  houfe  where  there  was  a  fick  child.  It  is  affumed 
that  this  muft  have  been  the  inftance  to  which  I  allud- 
ed j  and  ids  fagaciouily  concluded  that,  becaufe  I  was 
mifinformed  on  this  head,  I  muft  be  equally  fo  in  eve- 
ry other  particular  that  I  advanced.  Now,  that  trans- 
action happened  near  fourfcore  miles  from  me.  I  dare 
fay  Lieutenant  Steel  is  a  very  refpedtable  officer  and  in- 
capable of  doing  a  harsh  thing  •,  but  I  never  heard  of 
him  till  I  faw  the  account  fo  triumphantly  publifhed, 
nor  did  I  know  that  his  regiment  was  in  Ireland. 
The  fact  to  which  I  alluded  happened  to  one  Henry  Car- 
Ton  of  Downpatrickj  was  accurately  as  I  reprefented  its 
and  after  all  is  unimportant  to  the  prefent  argument. 

But  to  come  to  the  bufinefs  before  us — -The  learned 
Lord  afks  whether  I  would  oppofe  the  flow  procefs  of 
laws  to  men  banded  in  open  rebellion  ?  1  will  anfwer  the 
queftion  by  bidding  him  to  fhew  me  the  rebellion  ?— and 
while  I  afk  him  to  do  fo,  I  cannot  help  expreffing  my  re-* 
gret  that  his  Lordfhip  deals  fuch  itrong  charges  fo  liberal- 
ly, and  flings  theepithet  rebel  on  the  whole  kingdom  of 
Ireland.  My  Lords,  before  a  nation  be  convicted  of  this 
heavy  crime,  and  the  punifhment  of  it  inflicted,  there 
ought  to  be  fome  proof,  there  ought  to  be  the  ftrongeit 
proofs;  where  are  they?  The  learned  Lord  has  brought 
the  cafe  of  Colonel  Haynes  to  juftify  the  fyftem  which  has 
been  carried  on  in  Ireland.  Let  me  ftate  to  your  Lord- 
fhips  what  that  cafe  was;  Ifaac  Haynes  had  been  taken 
at  the  capture  of  Charleftown-^He  was  fuffered  to  go 
on  parole  to  his  own  houfe -r-^He  was  not  contented  with 
remaining  a  prifoner  on  parole — He  voluntarily  came 
forward  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  in  order  to  have 
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the  privilege  of*  trading,   which  was  then  a  lucrative 
occupation. 

When  the  enemy  came  down  upon  our  pofition, 
he  refiding  within  it,  entered  into  a  fecret  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  General  of  the  Americans,  and 
received  from  that  General  a  commiflion  of  Colo- 
nel. He  then  debauched  a  battalion  of  our  enrolled 
militia,  at  the  head  of  which  he  raifed  the  ftandard  for 
a  general  infurrection  in  the  rear  of  the  army  ;  and  he 
was  with  thofe  troops  laying  wafte  the  plantations  of 
thofe  who  would  not  join  him,  when  his  corps  was  dif- 
perfcd,  and  he  himfelf  was  taken  by  a  detachment 
which  General  Balfour  had  fent  againft  him. 

He  was  tried  by  a  Court  of  Enquiry.  The  com- 
miflion of  Colonel,  privily  received  from  the  enemy's 
General  was  proved,  and  would  alone,  without  the 
other  facts,  have  constituted  him  a  fpy,  and  fubjected 
him,  by  ail  the  laws  of  war,  to  immediate  execution ; 
but  the  Court  of  Enquiry  was  the  only  Criminal  Court 
known  in  the  country  either  by  the  Americans  or  us. 
It  had  been  firft  u(ed  by'  the  Americans  in  the  cafe  of 
Major  Andrew  it  had  continued  their  conftant  tribunal 
in  the  fouthern  provinces  ;  it  had  been  adopted  by  Lord 
Cornwallis  out  of  neceMity :  becaufe,  by  a  defect 
in  the  Mutiny  Act,  nobody  could  order  a  Court  Mar- 
tial, or  approve  its  fmtence,  but  the  Commander  in 
Chief;  fo  that  by  our  diftance  from  New  York,  all  the 
effect  of  example  from  capital  punifhment,  connected 
with  the  public  interefl  (the  only  confideration  which 
juftifies  capital  puniihment)  would  have  been  loft,  fince 
the  exigency  to  which  the  example  was  to  apply,  would 
have  been  forgotten  before  the  puniihment  could  take 
place. 

The  Court  of  Enquiry  was  compofed  in  the  fame 
manner  as  a  Court  Martial :  but  it  left  on  the  com- 
manding officer  a  refponfibility  for  the  execution  that 
he  ordered  in  confequence  of  the  verdict.  Haynes 
was  therefore  tried  and  executed,  confonantly  to  the 
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fole  exifting  courfe  of  juftice  in  that  country.  It  was 
within  the  diftrict  of  another  commanding  officer, 
where  no  order  could  emanate  from  me  :  but  by  add- 
ing my  name  to  vouch  fpr  the  juftice  and  expediency 
of  the  act,  I  made  myfelf  as  fully  refponfible  as  if  it 
had  been  my  individual  act. 

Now  obferve — The  learned  Lord  dates  this  act, 
which  he  profeffes  to  have  been  a  -juft  and  necefTary 
one,  as  parallel  to  the  inflictions  which  I  have  been 
arraigning,  to  cafes  where  men  have  been  put  to 
death  without  any  inveftigation  of  their  fuppofed. crime, 
without  identification  of  their  perfons,  without  any 
connection  exhibited,  but  the  loofeft  prefumption  be- 
tween them  and  any  infraction  of  the  law  that  had  hap- 
pened in  their  neighbourhood. 

The  learned  Lord  advances  it  as  parallel  to  the 
wanton  burning  of  houfes,  and  entire  deftruction  of 
the  property  of  individuals,  on  the  vague  furmife  of 
difafFection.  He  urges  it  as  a  fuffieient  precedent  to 
excufe  the  application  of  torture,  to  obtain  accufations 
againft  individuals  probably  innocent.  But  what  ana- 
logy would  the  learned  Lord  draw  between  this  cafe  and 
any  which  can  occur  in  Ireland  ?  America  was  in  a 
ftate  of  open  rebellion — we  had  conquered  the  pro- 
vince, and  martial  law  was  the  only  law  which  did  ex- 
ift,  or  could  exift  there — there  was  of  courfe  a  com- 
plete diflblution  of  civil  government. 

Does  the  Noble  Lord  mean  to  fay  that  fuch  is  the 
ftate  of  Ireland  ?  He  ought  to  know  that  in  Ireland  in 
its  prefent  circumftances,  martial  law  cannot  exift  in 
any  part  of  it.  Would  he  make  the  exiftence  of  a 
Society  of  United  Irilhmen,  however  culpable  or  mif- 
led  they  may  be,  a  pretext  for  the  fufpenfion  of  civil 
government, ,  and  for  laying  the  country  proftrate  un- 
der a  military  force  ?  Tyranny  only  could  reafon  thus 
— Tyranny  which  never  wants  a  colour  to  give  a  ftiade 
to  its  true  defigns.  America  was  then  in  a  ftate  of 
rebellion.     Ireland  is  ftill  at  peace  y  and  yet  I  will  ven- 
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ture  to  fay,  that  there  were  fewer  capital  and  fummary 
executions  in  America  for  twelve  months  of  that  pe- 
riod, than  there  have  been  in  Ireland  for  the  laftyear! 

But  the  Noble  Baron  near  me  has  read  to  the  Houfe 
a  mocking  catalogue  of  the  murders  which  have  been 
perpetrated  by  the  infurgents.  He  has  mentioned 
among  them  the  recent  one  of  a  generous  and  valiant 
officer — it  is  horrid  indeed  in  all  its  circumftances,  and 
I  feel  its  full  horror ;  but  do  thefe  dreadful  crimes  fur- 
nifh  any  argument  on  this  queftion  ?  If  they  do,  I  will 
find  for  the  Noble  Baron  another  crime  to  match  it, 
equally  horrid.  If  he  goes  on  with  his  reckoning,  I  will 
accompany  him,  and  find  him  death  for  death !  And 
what  would  be  the  profit  of  fuch  a  dreadful  meaiure- 
ment  ?  We  mould  only  augment  the  fatal  irritation  of 
the  country ;  an  effect  which  I  anxioufly  avoid,  and 
which  the  Noble  Lords  on  the  other  fide  have  not 
fhunned  with  equal  caution. 

The  very  ftatement  which  the  Noble  Lord  has  made 
of  thofe  aiTaffinations,  gives  the  trueft  picture  of  the 
condition  to  which  fociety  is  reduced  in  this  country, 
by  the  intemperance  and  ill-judged  violence  of  govern- 
ment ■,  and  proves  more  inconteftibly  than  any  argu- 
ment which  I  could  ufe,  the  abfolute  and  immediate 
neceffity  of  a  total  change  of  fyfiem.  I  have  thought 
that  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  as  well 
as  for  the  honor  of  individuals,  that  the  detail  of  enor- 
mities mould  be  fuppreffed,  becaufe  my  object  is  not 
to  gain  the  palm  in  a  debate,  but  to  render  a  fervice  to 
the  public. 

But  let  it  not  thence  be  thought  that  I  mail  leave  the 
exiftence  of  thofe  enormities  doubtful.  If  the  noble 
Lords  on  the  other  fide  /ball  not  venture  to  deny  their  ex- 
iftence, that  filence  Jh all  be  held  an  admiffwn  of  my  affer- 
tion  ;  and  I  will  conclude  the  circumftances  lament ed( as 
Ifincerdy  hope  they  are)  and  not  more  lamented  than 
true.  I  repeat  then,  if  thefe,  fatts  are  at  all  denied — 
they  are  not  admitted   to   the  full  extent  in  which  1 
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have  afferted  them,  I  will  immediately  move  that  the 
Houfe  [hall  refolve  it/elf  into  a  committee  before  which 
I  will  adduce  fuch  proof  to  your  bar,  as  will  extort  be- 
lief;  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  on  that  fub- 
jetlfhall  convey  the  grievances  and  fuffering  of  the  Irifh 
people  to  the  throne. 

The  Noble  Lord  afks  whether  I  believe  a  Reform 
and  Emancipation  will  conciliate? — I  think  they  will. 
They  will  give  to  the  people  of  this  country  every 
thing  they  can  want- — nor  can  I  believe  that  after  what 
has  been  done  by  France  in  every  nation  in  which  (he 
has  had  interference,  there  are  many  people  so  mad 
as  to  wiih  to  fee  a  Frerfch  army  in  this  country.  The 
people  of  Ireland  are  not  fo  dull.  If  any  entertain  a 
wifh  fo  abfurd,  it  muft  be  fuggefted  by  the  delirium 
which  men  are  driven  to  by  the  fevere  and  unrelenting 
meafures  with  which  Government  have  purfued  them. 
If  that  fyftem  be  relaxed,  and  in  the  place  of  cruel 
and  harfh  meafures,  mild  and  conciliatory  meafjres 
are  adopted,  the  people  will  ceafe  to  be  deluded. 
Grant  them  thefe  two  great  objects  of  their  purfuit, 
and  even  though  attempts  fhould  ftill  be  made  to 
miflead  them,  the  means  of  doing  {o  will  be  removed. 
Let  them  have  an  intereft  in  the  tranquility  of  fo- 
ciety.  In  the  peril  which  they  now  feel  there  is  no 
refult  of  conciliation  that  can  be  more  formidable  than 
their  prefent  Situation. 

You  have  planted  penal  inflictions  like  man-traps 
at  every  turning  of  the  paths  of  life  ;  and  then  you 
expect  individuals  to  walk  with  that  confidence  of  fe- 
curity  which  can  alone  attach  any  man  to  the  govern- 
ment under  which  he  lives. 

But,  the  noble  Lord  aiks  you  can  you  believe  that 
thefe  men  mean  really  nothing  more  than  Reform 
and  Emancipation  ?  I  afk  what  reafon  has  the  Houfe  to 
believe  they  have  any  other  ultimate  and  remote  ob- 
ject ?  The  proof  his  Lordfhip  gives  you  is  a  letter 
of  Mr.  Tone's,  in   which   he   declares,    when  he  is 
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forming  a  constitution  for  the  United  Irifhmenj  that 
it  is  his  private  opinion,  that  all  they  are   doing  will 
be  of  little  ufe,  and  that  nothing  fhort  of  a  reparation 
will  be  effectual.     To  this  I    anfwer,  that  it  is  appa- 
rent from  the   words  of  this   letter   itfelf,  that   Mr. 
Tone  did  not  believe  that  his  opinion  was  that  of  the 
perfons  to  whom  headdrefied  himfelf,  nor  can  I  think 
it  reafonable  to  fuppofe  when  men  profefs  to  look,  for 
objects  that   are   certainly  ufeful    to   them,  that  it  is 
not  thefe  but  others  that  they  aim  at.      Now,  can  any 
man  doubt  whether  the  events  thr.t  have  taken  pi  ice 
in  Ireland  for  fome  years  back,  gave  both  the  Catho- 
lic and  the   Prefbyterian   an   intereft  in    both  of  thefe 
meafures' ?     The  Prefbyterian,    when  he  heard  it  de- 
clared in  Parliament  itfelf,   that  fuch  was  its   constitu- 
tion, that  half  a  million  had  been  expended  to  pacify 
one. opposition,  and  that   another  half  million  would 
be  wanted  for  the  fame  purpofe  ?   Would  he  not  na- 
turally conceive  himfeif  interefted  in  obtaining  a  more 
economical  reprefentation   of  the  people  ?  and  would 
it  not  be  natural  for  the   Catholic  to  fuppofe  that  if 
any  perfon  of  his  perfuafion  were  in  the   reprefenta- 
tive  body  fo  many   hundred  Catholic   families  would 
not  have  been  drivenfrom  their  homes  and  country 
without  obtaining  any  help  from  the  Magistrate  or  the 
Jeenlature  ? 

The  learned  Lord  afked  whether  1  have  confider- 
ed  how  far  Catholic  Emancipation  was  practicable 
confidently  with  the  constitution  ? — I  anfwer  that  I 
have — Catholic  Emancipation  is  an  ill-chofen  phrafe, 
ufed  at  prefent  to  Signify  the  admiflion  of  the  Catho- 
lic to  a  participation  of  the  powers  df  the  State.  At 
prefent  there  is  nothing  which  prevents  a  Catholic 
Peer  from  taking  his  feat  in  this  Houfe,  but  the  tell 
in  the  oath.  There  is  no  principle  of  the  constitu- 
tion which  forbids  it,  and  it  defcrves  well  to  be  con- 
fidered  whether  the  fpeculative  religious  opinion  of 
a  man  fhould  prevent  his  enjoyment  of  h^s  civil  rights. 
Nothing  more  ihould  be  required  on  that  head,  than 
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fuch  a  fecurity  from  every  man,  as  would  prevent  him 
from  ufing  the  power  with  which  he  is  entruffced  to 
effect  a  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution  or  religion  of 
the  State. 

7  he  learned  Lord  has  afked,  whether  I  would  fet 
afide  the  act  of  fupremacy.  I  afk  him  in  return* 
what  has  it  to  do  with  the  cafe  ?  If  as  the  qualifica- 
tion for  taking  a  feat  in  this,  or  in  the  other  Houfe 
or  Parliament,  an  individual  fhall  give  a  fufftcient 
pledge,  not  to  trouble  the  exifting  Ecclefiaftical  efh- 
bliihment,  it  is  as  much  as  reafon  and  policy  can  de- 
fire.  The  DifTenters  are  profefledly  hoftile  in  opi- 
nion to  epifcopacy,  yet  you  have  not  in  this  country, 
any  teft  to  exclude  them  from  either  v  Houfe  ;  and 
your  Church  eftablifhment  has  never  been  fuppofed 
to  incur  danger  from  their  admiflion.  But  when  the 
learned  Lord ,  defires  that  1  will  reflect  on  the  nature 
of  the  Church  eftablifhment  in  this  country,  J  fuf- 
pe&  that  1  have  thought  upon  it  more  deeply  than, 
he"  has;  and  I  will  not  hefitate  to  explain  how  I  re- 
gard its  prefent  portion. 

The  primany  duty  of  every  community  is  to  pro- 
vide for  the  public  worfhip  of  the  Deity.  The  form 
of  this  worfhip  must  neceffarily  be  determined  by  the 
majority  of  the  .fociety ;  and,  though  that  majority 
have  not  the  right  to  exact  from  the  minority,  an  at- 
tendance on  fuch  worfhip  againft  their  confcience,  it 
has  a  right  to  require  from  the  minority  their  contri- 
bution towards  the  fupport  of  the  eftablifhment. 

As  long  as  this  country  remained  a  Province  de- 
pendent upon  England,  the  preponderance  of  the 
Proteftants  as  to  number,  in  the  whole  empire,  gave 
them  the  unquestionable  right  of  determining  the  na- 
ture of  the  Church  eftablifhment  here.  When  in 
1782,  you  declared  that  Ireland  was  an  independent 
kingdom,  though  annexed  by  fpecial  ties,  to  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  the  comparifon  of  the  num- 
bers 
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bers  of  each  religious  perfuafion,  could  only  be  in- 
ternal. The  principle  then  which  I  have  laid  down, 
would  have  left  to  the  Catholics,  who  form  an  indif- 
puted  majority,  the  right  of  determining  the  mode 
of  public  worihip.  No  fociety,  however,  can  adl: 
upon  abftrac't  principles  j  and  in  ail  cafes,  fuch  mo- 
difications of  theoretical  right  muft  be  adopted,  as 
the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the- community  recom- 
mend for  general  convenience. 

On  any  fettlement  at  prefent  with  the  Catholics, 
we  have  to  fay  this,  "  you  find  a  Church  eftablifh- 
"  ment  already  fixed,  the  ramifications  of  which  ex- 
«£  tend  through  all  parts  of  the  polity  of  this  coun- 
"  try,  and'  are  (o  interwoven  with  the  framework  of 
te  the  fociety^  'that  you  could  not  annihilate  the  one 
"  without  deftroying  the  other.  Now,  that  would 
«c  not  be  a  revolution  but  a  diflblution,  from  the 
*'  operation  of  which,  all  property  and  ail  perfonal 
"  fecurity  muft  be  thrown  as  much  afloat,  as  the 
"  queftion  upon  the  form  of  public  worfhip.  We 
"  are  entitled  in  all  juftice  to  guard  againft  fo  fatal 
"  a  confequence  ;  and  your  intereft  is  as  much  in- 
**  volved  as  our  own  in  the  caution.  Thenoe  we 
"  equitably  and  fitly  require,  that  if  we  give  you  a 
"  fhare  Of  political  power,  you  fhall  on  your  part, 
**  plight  to  us  a  fufficient  afiurance,  that  you  will  not 
«  avail  yourfelves  of  it,  to  meddle  with  the  efta- 
"  blifhment,  but  will  honeftly  fupport  the  church, 
<e  and  ftate  as  they  now  ftand." 

This,  my  Lords,  would  be  language  which  you 
would  be  entitled  to  hold  ;  and  the  Catholics,  from 
every  profeflion  they  have  made,  would  cheerfully 
acknowledge  its  juftice.  As  a  firm  friend,  not  from 
profefiion  but  reflection,  to  our  church  eftablimment, 
I  wifh  its  fecurity  to  reft  upon  fuch  conditions,  ra- 
ther than  upon  the  uncertain  terms  of  comparative 
ftrength. 

But 
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But  fays  the  learned  Lord,  I  am  Strangely  ignorant  of 
the  Situation  of  the  Country,  if  I  can  a  moment  fup- 
pofe  that  the  meetings  which  have  been  convened  for 
the  alledged  purpofe  of  petitioning  the  Sovereign  or 
laying  a  State  of  grievances  before  Parliament,  were 
merely  intended  for  that  purpofe*  To  this  my  Lords  I 
anfwer  that  it  is  unbecoming  in  us  upon  every  occafion 
to  impeach  the  loyalty,  and  fuipect  the  peaceable  in- 
tentions of  the  people  of  the  country,  it  is  not  fo  much 
the  abfolnte  exercife  of  tyranny,  that  I  cenfure  and 
condemn,  as  the  peevifh,  acrid  treatment  which  has 
uniformly  been  exhibited  towards  the  people.  By  what 
right  have  you  wreiled  from  the  Subject  his  constitu- 
tional privilege  of  petition  and  of  meeting  to  expofe 
to  his  Sovereign  the  errors  and  mifmanagement  of  his 
Minifters  ?  Is  it  by  the  Infurrection  bill  ?  There  is  no 
^laufe  in  that  bill  which  takes  away  this  privilege  from 
the  people.  I  cannot  difcovei*  any  fuch  intention  in. 
the  Legiflature  in  that  act  of  parliament ;  and  I  am 
under  the  correction  of  the  law  officers  of  the  crown 
when  I  afiert  that  that  act:  has  not  deprived  the  people 
of  this  invaluable  privilege. 

But  my  Lords  mould  this  unfortunately  be  the  cafe, 
fhould  this  act  have  taken  away  the  Subjects  right  of  pe- 
tition, then  indeed  I  do  not  wonder,  at  the  exceffes 
committed  by  the  people.  The  right  of  complaint,  and 
the  privilege  of  petition,  tho'  fometimes  abridged,  yet 
never  have  been  heretofore  entirely  wreSted  from  the 
people,  and  their  existence  kept  hope  alive.  If  you  de- 
prive the  people  of  thefe  constitutional  -refources,  you 
account  for  their  defperatiom  It  is  to  this  encroach- 
ment on  the  rights  of  the  people,  the  existence  of  a 
French  party,  if  any  does  exiit  in  this  country,  murt  be 
afcribed. 

A  fyftem  of  terror,  and  nothing  elfe,  may  have  dri- 
ven fome  of  our  countrymen  to  the  degrading  willi  of 
fuccour  from  a  foreign  power.  It  is  the  delirium  of  par- 
ty contention,  the  fever  of  defpair,  that  mult  have   re- 
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conciled  fuch  an  idea  to  the  minds  of  my  generous 
countrymen;  if  indeed  fuch  an  idea  has  ever  been  re- 
conciled to  them.  Could  my  voice  go  farther  among 
them,  I  would  implore  them  to  reflect  on  the  conduct 
which  France  has  held  towards  every  nation  that  has 
admitted  her  to  an  interference  with  its  concerns.  Is, 
there  a  country  upon  which  fhe  has  inflicted  her  friend- 
ship that  has  not  groaned  under  her  rod  ?  Is  there  a 
community  to  which  fhe  has  extended  her  afilftance 
that  has  not  had  reafon  to  curfe  the  war  in  which  it  ac- 
cepted the  infidious  aid  ?  No !  let  the  honeft  pride  of 
my  countrymen  repofe  itfelf  upon  the  refource  of  dig- 
nified patience  and  temperate  perfeverance.  The 
grievances  of  this  country  will  at  laft  be  underftood 
and  redrelfed  by  the  paternal  beneficence  of  our  So- 
vereign. 

As  to  thofe  ftatements  of  the  trade  of  Belfaft  which  1 
had  mentioned  in  my  fpeech  on  this  fubject  in  Great 
Britain,  and  which  the  learned  Lord  has  contradicted — 
I  certainly  did  not  take  that  ftatement  from  the  Cuf- 
tom-houfe  returns.  My  information  on  that  fubject  I 
derived  partly  from  the  communication  of  merchants 
whom  I  occafionally  faw  from  that  port,  and  who  in 
thofe  communications,  I  have  full  certainty,  did  not  mean 
to  deceive  me.  It  was  a  fubject  however  in  which 
error  might  take  place — my  belief,  however,  on  the 
fubject  was  fwayed  by  fomething  more  certain  than 
thofe  loofe  communications.  I  formed  it  from  the 
great  diminution  which  had  taken  place  in  the  Weil 
India  trade  of  that  port.  In  late  years  antecedently 
to  the  war,  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  veffels  annually 
ufed  to  be  laden  from  the  port  of  Belfaft  for  the  Weft 
Indies.  As  I  am  informed  by  an  extract  from  the  Cuf- 
tom-houfe  Books,  which  could  be  procured,  though 
more  complicated  information  could  not.  In  the  year 
ending  January  1797,  there  were  but  twelve,  and  in 
the  year  ending  January  1798,  there  was  but  one  ! 

The  learned  Lord  has  thought  fit,  when  fpeaking  of 
the  United  Iriftimen,  their  Executive  Directory,  and 
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their  ambafladors,  to  fay  that  his  Lordfhip  thought  I 
was  not  unacquainted  with  them.  I  know  not  exactly 
whether  he  means  by  this — [The  Chancellor  rofe  to 
explain  :  he  only  meant  that  as  the  ambafladors  at  Lifle 
were  certainly  Belfaft  men,  he  probably  might  have 
known  them,  though  certainly  not  in  that  capacity' — ] 
I  do  think  it  is  fometimes  not  very  difficult  to  know  the 
perfons  who  tranfact  the  bufinefs  of  that  fociety — for  if 
I  am  rightly  informed,  Adminiftration  themfelves  have 
been  confulted  with  one  of  thofe  gentlemen,  Mr.  Nel- 
fon,  about  what  terms  would  fatisfy  the  people.  I  do 
certainly  not  difapprove  of  the  meafure — I  think  every 
meafure  which  tends  to  conciliation  and  final  acquit- 
ment with  the  difcontents  of  the  country  is  ufeful ;  I 
only  think  it  proves  that  Government,  though  they 
have  confined  this  very  gentleman  for  feveral  months,  fo 
long  indeed  that  I  hear  he  will  loole  the  ufe  of  his  limbs, 
are  now  beginning  to  entertain  lefs  ftrong  fufpicions  of 
his  guilt. 

My  Lords,  I  mail  here  conclude  by  once  more  re- 
commending to  your  reflection  thofe  arguments  which 
urge  the  neceffity  of  Catholic  Emancipation  and  Parlia- 
mentary Reform.  The  fituation  of  this  country  is  not 
an  ordinary  fituation,  and  therefore  calls  for  no  ordinary 
mcafures.  Thefe  meafures  are  of  fuch  a  kind  that  if 
not  fuecesful  they  would  at  lead  not  injure,  for  in  the 
adoption  of  conciliatory  plans,  no  meafure  of  precaution 
need  be  relaxed.  If  they  fail,  they  will  leave  us 
where  we  were,  which  no  doubt  is  a  fituation  fufriciently 
difaftrous.  In  the  worfl  event,  the  experiment  will 
give  to  the  Houfe  and  the  Government  the  confolation 
to  reflect,  that  they  had  done  every  thing  which  wifdom 
and  duty  have  fuggefled  to  fave  the  country. 

Lord  ROSSMORE  fpoke  againft  the  refolution,  but 
in  atone  fo  low  we  could  not  hear  him. 

Lord  BELLAMONT  was  a  friend  to  conciliatory 
meafures — but  inafmuch  as  the  Noble  Earl  had  faid, 
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that  Emancipation  and  Reform  were  two  of  the  conci- 
liatory meaiur  i>  which  he  meant  to  recommend,  if  that 
refolution  palled,  he  could  not  fupport  hiro,  becaufe 
it  was  a  principle  with  him. never  to  pledge  hi mfelf  to 
any  meafure  until  it  was  fpecifically  before  him. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the   morning  the  queftion  was 
put— 

Q^gMts       -     -     ro     Non-Contents     -       44 
Proxy     -     -    .-  '      1     Proxy     -     -     -     ~     1 
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The  names  of  tht  minority  are   a?  follow; 


Earls  Charlemont. 
— —  Bellamont, 

—  Arran> 

Kilkenny, 

Granard, 

■  Belvedere, 


Earl  Moira,  ■. 

Lord  Dunfany,*    ;- 

Cloncurry* 

and 
The  Bifhop  of  Down. 
Proxy,  Earl  Mt.  Cafhel. 


After  the  divifion,  the  following  proteft  was  imme- 
diately entered  :-— 

-DifTentient. 
Becaiiie* that,  at  a  moment  'when -Government  has 
thought  itifelf  obliged  to  exert  uhufual  rigor,  it  appears 
the  extreme  ofvjmpolicy  not  to  profefe\the  reluctance 
with  which  fuch  feverities  are  enforced,  and  the  wifh 
of  GoVerriment  to*  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  people 
by  a  gentler  courfe. 

Wm.  Down  and  Connor, 
Dunfany, 

Mount  Camel,  (by 
Proxy.), 

voted  for  the   motion  "had 
fatigue,  before  the  proteft. 


Granard, 
Moira, 
Charlemont, 
Arran, 

The  other  Lords  who 
left  the  Houfe,  through 


FINIS. 


